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By the Way— sult of the Third Liberty Loan campaign. There is an increase in the acreage of 


Permit us to repeat—accounting is the 
periscope of modern business. 

The South Dakota Railroad Commis- 
sion is hammering that idea home in its 


decisions in telephone cases. 

Only last week this commission in one 
of its rulings said: “No telephone com- 
pany should continue to operate without 
an effective accounting system from which 
it can determine what service is being 
operated at a profit as well as that which 
is being rendered at a loss.” 

The South Dakota commission is doing 
its best to help the telephone companies 
of that state. It tells them what is good 
business practice and advises them what 
to do. For instance, it says to one com- 
pany claiming financial inability to make 


necessary construction of lines: 





“If its present rentals .... are not 
sufficient to defray operating expenses 
and to make needed improvements, it 
should make application for an increase 
in its rates. Its rates should be sufficient 
to not only defray its proper operating 
expenses, but also to. provide a deprecia- 
tion reserve to take care of replacement 


and . Ty 
and a return on the investment. 





A Good Sign. 
There is a distinct feeling of relief 
in the country that almost amounts to 
one of joy because of the triumphant re- 


Not only is it encouraging to note that 
the returns probably went a clean billion 
in excess of the amount prescribed, but— 
what is equally important—there were 
17,000,000 Americans who bought bonds. 
That is one out of every six people, and 
proves a solidarity that ought to bolster 
up the courage of those who feared the 
United States was not united. The treas- 
ury department at Washington even says 
it is the “most successful loan floated by 
any nation.” 

The business world seems to feel more 
optimistic too, especially as it appears that 
the banks’ resources have been drawn on 
comparatively little, and that the pros- 
pects for future loans are as consequently 
brighter. 

Only 4,500,000 persons bought of the 
first bond issue a year ago, while 17,- 
000,000 helped on the third. That makes 
The load is 
more evenly distributed and can be car- 


it easier for everybody. 


ried with less strain. 

It is a response that should put a glow 
of pride in every American breast, and a 
greater measure of courage, too, for we 
all know that if the United States does 
her best, everything will end all right. 

The review of business issued by the 
Federal Reserve Bank, of Chicago, says 
that general business conditions through- 
out this district show a’ material im- 
provement over a month ago. Payment 


of war taxes and installments on the 
Liberty bond issue will be accomplished 


without a severe strain. 


farming operations, and so far conditions 
point to a big crop. 

There is no denying we are living in 
a nerve-straining time. Everybody has 
an eye ever bent on what is happening 
that 


watch his step continuously so that noth- 


“over there,” and feels he must 
ing is done to hinder the all-important 
task of winning the war. 

Doing business—even just living—is 


harder than ever before, but we will 
weather the troubled times if everybody 
does his part. We must keep cheerful, 
carry our worries steadfastly and hold 
Profits in 


our nerve. these times are 


secondary—except for the munition 
maker and he will have to divide with 
Uncle Sam. 

The success of the latest Liberty loan 
indicates that the American people are 
getting the habit of buying government 
bonds. 


thrifty, is acquired by the masses of the 


Ii the habit of saving, of being 


United States, it will be a great gain for 
the nation, but it will be a greater advan- 
tage if the loans prove that the people 
bought bonds because they love their 
country. And that is just as logical a rea- 


son to ascribe to the flood of subscriptions 
to the last loan. 

The kaiser and his band of outlaws ac- 
cuse Americans of being “dollar-chasers.” 
The Man who was all that Wilhelm is 
not, said: “Where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also.” Maybe, after 
all, we Americans are more patriotic than 


we ourselves realize. 


as 











Minnesota Plan Meets Approval 


Proposed Division of Minnesota Operating Territory of Northwestern Bell 
and Tri-State Companies Approved by Commission, Effective July 1— 
Approval of Department of Justice Necessary for Consummation of Plans 


The Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission, on May 2, issued its deci- 
sion granting the application of the 
Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co. 
to purchase certain properties of the Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. and 
the application of the Tri-State company 
to purchase certain exchanges and toll 
lines in Minnesota of the Standard Tel- 
ephone Co. and certain telephone ex- 
changes and toll lines of the Northwest- 
ern company in the state of Minnespta. 

The legal titles to the properties in- 
volved will be transferred July 1, accord- 
ing to the commission’s order. The ap- 
proval of the Department of Justice 
must now be obtained to the plan. 


Hearing on Application. 


A hearing on the application was held 
April 29, at the office of the commission 
in St. Paul. There appeared in support 
of the applications: E. A. Prendergast, 
attorney for the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co.; C. B. Randall, at- 
torney for the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co.; and G. H. Pratt, vice- 
president of the Standard Telephone 
Co. There were also present representa- 
tives of a number of civic and commer- 
cial bodies and of municipalities within 
the state, C. P. Hall, representing the 
council of the city of Red Wing, being 
the only appearance in opposition. 

The commission finds: 

“That the Northwestern Telephone 
Exchange Co. is a corporation organized 
under the laws of the state of Minnesota, 
and is engaged in the business of operat- 
ing extersive telephone properties, in- 
cluding toll, exchange and rural, within 
the state of Minnesota and neighboring 
states ; 

That the Tri-State Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. is a corporation organized un- 
der the laws of the state of Maine, and 
is engaged in carrying on a general tele- 
phone business, including toll, exchange 
and rural lines, in the state of Minnesota 
and neighboring states; 

That the Standard Telephone Co. is a 
corporation organized under the laws of 
the state of Iowa, and is engaged in car- 
rying on a general telephone business, 
including toll, exchange and rural lines, 
within a limited area in the state of 
Minnesota adjacent to the Iowa line with 
additional properties in the state of 
Iowa; 

Purpose of Companies. 


“That the Northwestern Telephone Ex- 
change Co. and the Tri-State Telephone 


& Telegraph Co. are competing compa- 
nies extending throughout the state of 
Minnesota, with no facilities for the in- 
terchange of business; that the applica- 
tions filed herein are filed pursuant to 
and in furtherance of an effort on the 
part of these telephone companies to 
unify the telephone system within the 
state of Minnesota and to eliminate du- 
plication of properties and investment in 
compliance with demands of civic bodies 
in the state; that the application of each 
company is dependent upon the allowance 
of the other application ; 


Properties Involved. 


“That the properties described in the 
application of the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co. are situated north 
of a line drawn across the state of Min- 
nesota from the eastern boundary to the 
western boundary, dividing the state into 
a north and a south territory, and are 
all the properties of the Tri-State Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. situated in the 
north territory and the approval of the 
application will discontinue the operation 
of the Tri-State company in that terri- 
tory. 

That the properties described in the 
application of the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. include all the properties 
of the Standard Telephone Co. situated 
in the state of Minnesota, which are all 
in the south territory and also all the 
properties of the Northwestern Telephone 
Exchange Co. situated in the south ter- 
ritory, excepting five exchanges in the 
southwestern portion of the © state, 
which are retained by the Northwestern 
Telephone Exchange Co., to be operated 
by it as a part of its territory; and also 
excepting certain toll trunk lines re- 
tained by the Northwestern Telephone 
Exchange Co. to furnish facilities for 
their long-haul interstate toll service.” 

Competition Eliminated. 

The allowance of the application of 
the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
will eliminate the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co. from carrying on 
business in the southern territory with 
the exception of the properties enumer- 
ated. The'allowance of these applica- 
tions will eliminate competition at nearly 
all points in the state of Minnesota, there 
remaining only 12 competing points. 

“The elimination of competition at the 
request of competing companies should 
be given the most careful consideration,” 
states the commission. 

“Before the passage of the telephone 
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complaints to 


act by the legislature of Minnesota, 
whereby the service and rates furnished 
by the telephone companies were placed 
under the jurisdiction of the commission, 
many communities had found that non- 
competitive conditions were unbearable 
and many Independent local telephone 
companies were promoted by the local 
communities in order that they might 
procure suitable telephone service and 
reasonable rates. This gave rise to the 
organization of many of the companies 
or exchange plants that will be eliminated 
by the proposed division of territory. 

Since state legislative enactment has 
placed the regulation of telephone rates 
and service in the hands of the commis- 
sion, all the causes that formerly gave 
rise to the demand for competitive con- 
ditions, can now be adjusted through 
the commission and by 
investigation and orders issued by the 
commission. 


Arguments Against Competition. 


“Competitive telephone conditions have 
given rise to the duplication of invest- 
ments and much annoyance to the pa- 
trons, due to the inability of the sub- 
scribers of one telephone to reach the 
subscribers of the competitive telephone 
system. The duplication of both the in- 
vestment and organization of officials 
and employes has placed an additional 
financial burden upon the telephone pub- 
lic and, in many instances, competition 
has developed expensive selling forces 
and agencies that have greatly added to 
the expense of operating the companies. 

With the present trend of abnormal 
costs of supplies and equipment of all 
sorts and the steady increase of wages, 
the telephone companies are fast ap- 
proaching the point where they will be 
seeking additional revenue by a general 
raise in telephone rates. The elimina- 
tion of duplication of investment and 
organization, and the elimination of ex- 
penses incidental to competition, should 
materially aid the telephone companies 
to maintain their present standard of 
service without any appreciable addition 
to their operating revenues. 

The division of the state into 
tically two territories operated by 
vidual companies will give rise to a de- 
mand for many jointly-owned lines con- 


prac- 
indi- 


necting the two telephone systems, The 
applicants in this matter have signified 
their intention of co-operating and main- 
taining such connecting lines as the traffic 
from time to time may demand, 2nd it 
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is the duty of the commission to see 
that sufficient telephone facilities are fur- 
nished to the public to meet all reasonable 
demands that the public may make. 


Rates Not Affected. 


“The applications do not in any man- 
ner affect any of the present rates, reg- 
ulations and service now in force in the 
operation of exchanges in the state of 
Minnesota, and all properties herein au- 
thorized to be transferred, or the con- 
trol purchased by one of the applicants, 
shall be operated under the same rules, 
regulations and rates as now control un- 
til such time as the commission may au- 
thorize a change or modification of such 
rates, regulations and service or discon- 
tinuance of said properties; except that 
the division of territory and the elimina- 
tion of one of the companies in each of 
the respective territories necessitate some 
ruling as to the interchange of toll busi- 
ness between the respective lines on and 
after July 1, 1918. 

The Northwestern Telephone Exchange 
Co. and the Tri-State Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. have on file with the commis- 
sion their respective schedules of toll 
rates covering practically the entire ter- 
ritory of the state of Minnesota. 


From a recent study of toll conditions 
and admissions by representatives of the 
interested companies, by far the greater 
percentage of the toll traffic in Minnesota 
is handled by the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co. The variance in 
toll rates, according to the schedules of 
the companies on file, affect only a small 
percentage of cases, and it is deemed ad- 
visable to continue in operation only one 
set of these rates and regulations. Less 
traffic conditions will be affected by the 
placing in force the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co.’s rules and regula- 
tions governing toll traffic. 


Minority Stockholders Protected. 


“The Northwestern Telephone Ex- 
change Co. is seeking to purchase a 
majority of the capital stock and other 
obligations of certain Independent tele- 
phone companies which are now con- 
trolled by the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. This might possibly 
work a hardship on the owners of 
companies, and the purchaser of the ma- 
jority interest should purchase the stock 
the minority shares of stock of the 
of the minority stockholders at the same 
figure as they are purchasing the stock 
of the controlling interest. 

The approval of the present application 
i no manner restricts or establishes a 
Precedent that will interfere with , the 
granting of indeterminate permits to tel- 
ephone companies to compete in any city 
or village in the state of Minnesota 
should occasion arise where competitive 
Conditions would be for the best inter- 
ests of the public. 
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“Tt is, therefore, ordered, that the 
Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co. 
is hereby authorized and permitted to 
purchase the following described proper- 
ties situated in the state of Minnesota, 
to-wit: 

What Northwestern Purchases. 


Those certain telephone exchanges lo- 
cated at: 

Badger, Barnum, Bloomington, Bra- 
ham, Brainerd, Brook Park, Cambridge, 
East Grand Forks, Excelsior, Foley, 
Graceville, Grandy, Greenbush, Hinck- 
ley, Isanti, Lindstrom, Litchfield, Milaca, 
Minneapolis, Moose Lake, Mora, North 
Branch, Ogilvie, Onamia, Ortonville, 
Pine City, Princeton, Rush City, Thief 
River Falls and Wahkon. 

In addition to these, telephone property 
furnishing exchange service in Hopkins, 
Robbinsdale, Columbia Heights and St. 
Louis Park from switchboards located in 
Minneapolis; Grasston, from an exchange 
at Braham, and Barrows and Merrifield 
from the Brainerd switchboard. 

The applicant is also authorized to 
purchase the majority of the capital 
stock and such other obligations as said 
Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
owns in the following companies, to-wit: 

Becker-Mahnomen company, operating 
exchanges at Detroit, Callaway, Ogema 
and Mahnomen. 

Zenith Telephone Co., operating ex- 
changes at Duluth, Cloquet and Carlton, 
with exchange service in Proctorknott 
from the Duluth board. 

Stevens County Telephone Co., with 
an exchange at Morris. 

Roseau Telephone Co., with an ex- 
change at Roseau, Minn. 

Clover Belt Telephone Co., operating 
exchanges at Sandstone and Bruno. 

The Northwestern Telephone Exchange 


_Co, is authorized to purchase from the 


Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co. all 
toll lines situated in Minnesota north of 
a line described as follows: 


Commencing at the northeast corner of 
the county of Washington, westward 
along the northern boundary of the coun- 
ty of Washington; thence southerly along 
the western boundary of the county of 
Washington; thence westerly along the 
northern boundary of the county of Ram- 
sey to the northwest corner of said 
county; thence southerly along the west- 
erly boundary of Ramsey county to Da- 
kota county; thence westerly along the 
northern boundary line of Dakota, Scott, 
Carver, McLeod, Renville and Yellow 
Medicine counties to the westerly bound- 
ary of the state; together with the toll 
exchanges located at St. Cloud, Crooks- 
ton, Moorhead, Willmar, and Appleton, 
in the state of Minnesota. 


The sale and transfer of the proper- 
ties is authorized subject to the condi- 
tions and limitations hereinafter set 
forth. 

The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. is authorized and permitted to pur- 
chase from the Northwestern Telephone 
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Exchange Co. the following described 

properties; the telephone exchanges situ- 

ated in the following cities and villages: 
What Tri-State Acquires. 

“St. Paul, St. Paul Park, White Bear, 
Lamberton, Bird Island, Olivia, Renville, 
Tracy, Owatonna, Austin, Faribault, 
Le Sueur, Northfield, Mankato, Winona, 
Stillwater, North St. Paul, Savage, Gran- 
ite Falls, New Ulm, Redwood Falls, 
Sleepy Eye, Windom, Albert Lea, Eagle 
Lake, Glenville, Madison Lake, Red 
Wing and Witoka. 

The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. is authorized and permitted to pur- 
chase from the Northwestern Telephone 
Exchange Co. all of its long-distance 
lines, long-distance exchanges, long dis- 
tance franchises, rights of way and long- 
distance business located in the state of 
Minnesota, south of the northern bound- 
ary lines of the counties of Washington, 
Ramsey, Dakota, Scott, Carver, McLeod, 
Renville and Yellow Medicine, excepting 
only its through toll lines extending from 
the Twin Cities southward through Red 
Wing, Wabasha and Winona to La 
Crosse, Wis., and eastward from the 
Twin Cities to Wisconsin via Hudson; 
southward from the Twin Cities into 
South Dakota via Mankato and Worth- 
ington and southward into South Da- 
kota; and from Granite Falls via Mar- 
shall and Pipestone, which are reserved 
by the Northwestern Telephone Exchange 
Co. for handling of through or inter- 
state business. 

The Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co, is authorized and permitted to pur- 
chase from the Standard Telephone Co. 
the properties described as follows: 


Its entire telephone exchange property, 
franchises, and radiating rural lines, com- 
prising its local ‘exchanges at Preston, 
Fillmore county, and Caledonia, Houston 
county, Minn.; its long distance lines and 
stations, franchises and rights of way ex- 
tending from Preston to Mabel; from 
Mabel southward to the state line and 
from Mabel to Caledonia; from Cale- 
donia southward to the state line and 
from Caledonia northeastward via 
Brownsville to the state line on its line to 
La Crosse, all is shown on a map on file 
with the commission. 


Permission for the purchase of the ex- 
change and certain properties is given 
upon the express conditions and limita- 
tions stated, as follows: 

First: That the Northwestern Tele- 
phone Exchange Co. in all instances in 
which it is purchasing the majority or 
controlling interest in any telephone prop- 
erty or exchange by the purchase of stock 
or other obligations from the Tri-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., shall offer 
to purchase from any holder of any stock 
in any of the companies, the stock of the 
holder at the same figures as the North- 
western Telephone Exchange Co. shall 
pay for the majority of the stock in the 
companies. 
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It shall, upon the determination of the 
amount to be paid to the Tri-State in any 
one of the exchange plants, mail to the 
last known address of each and every 
holder of capital stock of the telephone 
company, a notice stating the price paid 
to the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., and offering to pay to the stock- 
holder for his stock the same price, 
should the stockholder elect to accept the 
amount and surrender his stock within a 
period of 90 days from the mailing of 
the notice. 

Other Conditions. 

“Second: That on and after July 1, 
1918, all toll rate schedules, rates and 
routings of the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. as are now in effect shall 
be cancelled and thereafter all toll mes- 
sages over the lines of either of the 
companies which are parties hereto, shall 
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thereafter be handled upon the schedules, 
rates and routings, as now in effect, ex- 
cept as may be hereafter amended by 
application to the commission, on the 
lines and system of the Northwestern 
Telephone Exchange Co. until thereafter 
changed by approval of the commission. 

Third: That as to all exchange prop- 
erties transferred by virtue of this order, 
service shall be continued under the 
rules, rates and regulations now in effect 
as to those exchanges and shall con- 
tinue in effect until at such time as the 
company operating them shall obtain per- 
mission from the commission for amend- 
ments, changes or discontinuances as the 
case may be. 

Fourth: That the transfer of the legal 
title to any of the exchange properties 
described in this order, shall in no man- 
ner affect the kind, character or extent 
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of service that shall hereafter be fur- 
nished from the exchange properties ir- 
respective of the ownership of the same; 
that all changes, modifications or discon- 
tinuances of service shall be submitted 
for approval to the commission, and the 
commission shall have full power to or- 
der such service or create exchange areas 
as it may deem for the best interests 
of the public; and the commission shall 
have full authority to order the main- 
tenance of trunk lines between the vari- 
ous properties of the companies for the 
purpose of either toll or exchange service. 

Fifth: That the purchasers shall ac- 
cept the properties subject to all con- 
tracts, conditions and legal obligations 
which are imposed upon them under their 
present ownership. 

The date of transfer of the legal title 
shall be July 1, 1918.” 


Indiana Commission’s Activities 


Busy Session of the Indiana Public Service Commission Passing Upon Peti- 
tions of Various Telephone Companies for Rate Increases, Stock and 


Note Issues, etc., 


The Indiana Public Service Commis- 
sion put in two extremely busy days 
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 30 and 
May 1, passing on petitions of Hoosier 
telephone companies which had asked 
for permission to increase rates, issue 
notes, etc. Practically all of the peti- 
tions considered by the commission were 
granted. 

One of the orders issued by the com- 
mission authorizes the United Telephone 
Co., of Bluffton, Ind., to issue $350,000 
in two-year promissory notes at 6 per 
cent. The proceeds, according to the or- 
der, are to be used in discharging $240,- 
000 of bills and accounts payable; to re- 
tire $30,000 in bonds due January 1, 1918; 
to retire $40,000 in bonds due January 1, 
1919, and to provide $40,000 for construc- 
tion necessary in 1919. 

The order says the commission does 
not commit itself to the wisdom of cover- 
ing all accounts payable by stocks or 
bonds, but authorizes the two-year notes 
“in view of the fact that the telephone 
company is temporarily pressed during a 
period of general financial difficulty and 
that the total indebtedness of the com- 
pany, after the issue, will be from $250,- 
000 to $290,000 less than the value of the 
plant, which the engineering staff of the 
commission found to be about $800,000.” 

The United Telephone Co. serves 
Bluffton, Huntington, Marion, Hartford 
City, Montpelier and several other 
smaller places in the vicinity of these 
cities. 

The commission also acted on the peti- 
tion of the Citizens’ Telephone Co., of 
Kokomo, Ind., authorizing it to issue 


Practically All 


of the 


$120,000 in two-year notes at 6 per cent 
interest. According to the order of the 
commission, $59,615.41 are to be sold at 
not less than 98, the proceeds to be used 
in paying debts to two Kokomo banks; 
$59,615.41 to be used in construction 
facilities in Kokomo; $60,384.59 to dis- 
charge, par for par, accounts payable to 
the Central Union Telephone Co. and the 
Western Electric Co. The commission 
refused to let notes, to pay these latter 
companies, be issued at a discount. 

“Accounts payable to them,” says the 
order, “are for materials and service on 
which they have already collected profit. 
Such refunding should be at par for par.” 

The rates of the Bippus Telephone Co. 
at Bippus, were increased by the com- 
mission so as to add $666 a year to the 
company’s revenue, and the company was 
ordered to set aside $750 a year as a re- 
serve for depreciation. 

The petition of the Middletown Tele- 
phone Co., which asked to establish toll 
rates from Middletown to Cadiz, was de- 
nied, but the commission authorized the 
company to charge farmer lines or other 
companies 10 cents a contact a pole a 
year. 

In the case of the Freeland Park Tele- 
phone Co., the commission ordered that 
all messages through the exchange of the 
company between Fowler and points be- 
yond Fowler shall not be routed through 
the exchange of the Boswell Telephone 
Co. unless the sender of the message re- 
quests it. 

The Dubois County Telephone Co. was 
authorized to issue and sell $35,000 worth 
of capital stock, the stock to be in the 


Petitions 


Being Granted 


form of shares of par value of $25 each. 

The Citizens Telephone Co., of Dun- 
kirk, was authorized to increase its rates 
as follows: Single line business tele- 
phone from $1.50 to $1.75 a month; two- 
party business telephone, $1.35; single line 
residence telephone, $1 to $1.35; party 
line residence telephone, $1.15; rural tele- 
phones from $1 to $1.15. 

The Leisure Telephone Co., of Leisure, 
which had petitioned for an increase in 
rates, was authorized to charge subscrib- 
ers and stockholders at the rate of $15 a 
year per telephone. In the past, subscrib- 
ers paid $12 a year and the stockholders 
paid $6. 

The petition of the Sweetser Rural 
Telephone Co., which asked to charge a 
five-cent toll rate between Sweetser and 
Converse and between Sweetser and 
Swayzee, was denied. This was done, 
according to the commission’s order, be- 
cause the investigation developed that 254 
patrons pay $1 per month for telephone 
service and 206 stockholders, who are 
also patrons, pay nothing. The commis- 
sion called attention to the Indiana law 
which provides that all who are served 
must pay for service and ordered the 
company to comply with the law in this 
respect. 

The petition of the Salamonia Tele- 
phone Co., which asked to be permitted 
to establish an increased rate schedule, 
was granted. 

The case of the Farmers Co-operative 
Co., of Kosciusko county, in which an 
increase in rates from 50 to 60 cents per 
month to stockholders, and from 50 to ® 
cents per month to non-stockholders, was 
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dismissed after O. R. Scott, secretary and 
treasurer of the company, had asked that 
the petition be withdrawn. 

The rates of the Kirklin Telephone Co., 
of ‘Kirklin, were increased so as to yield 
a total annual revenue of $6,000 a year. 
The new rates are as follows: Single 
line business telephones, $1.50 per month; 
two-party business, $1.25. single line resi- 
dence, $1.25; party line residence, $1.15; 
and rural party line telephones, $1.25. 

The Mount Ayr Telephone Co., in New- 
ton county, which has been charging $1 
for all business telephones and 8&5 cents 
for residence telephones, was authorized 
to put the following schedule of rates into 
effect: Business telephones, $1.25 per 
month; residence telephones, $1, and rural 
telephones, $1.25. 

The Commercial Telephone Co., of 
Warsaw, was authorized to increase its 
rates 25 cents a month with a discount of 
like amount if bills are paid on or before 
20th of the current month. 

The Akron Telephone Co., of Akron, 
was authorized to issue $30,000 of capital 
stock divided into 3,000 shares of par 
value of $10, making a total of $35,000 of 
the company’s stock outstanding. The 
commission ordered that the stock be 
sold for cash at not less than 95. 

The Portage Home Telephone Co. was 
authorized to make the following in- 
_ creases in its rates: Individual business, 
from $1.25 to $1.50 per month; party line 
business to $1.25; individual residence, 
from $1 to $1.25; and rural telephones 
from $1 to $1.25. The company was also 
ordered to set aside 5 per cent for a de- 
preciation reserve. 

The Burlington Telephone Co., of Bur- 
lington, was authorized to increase its 
switching rates. The order of the com- 
mission said that the commission’s in- 


vestigation disclosed that the company’s — 


operating expenses and _ depreciation 
charge in 1917 was approximately $1,100 
in excess of the gross revenue. 

The LaFontaine (Ind.) Telephone Co. 
was authorized to increase its rates as 
follows: Individual business telephones, 
from $1.50 to $1.90 per month; individual 
residence telephones, from $1 to $1.40; 
four-party business, from $1.25 to $1.65; 
four-party residence, from $1 to $1.40, 


and ten-party rural residence from $1 to 
$1.40. 


The petition of the Merom Telephone 
Co., of Merom, for an increase in rates 
was denied because, according to the 
commission’s order, “of the absence of 
any evidence to warrant an increase.” 
An increase in the rates of the Ed- 
wardsport (Ind.) Telephone Co. wa’ au- 
thorized by the commission. 
regarding the 
Said: 


In the order 
increase the commission 
“Evidence introduced at the hear- 
ing in Vincennes shows that the Edwards- 
Port exchange has in service approxi- 
mately 130 telephones, for 


which it 
charges $1 per month. 


It appeared from 
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the evidence that the rates sought to be 
increased have been in effect for a period 
of a year, despite the fact that the pro- 
posed rates have never been approved by 
the commission. The petitioner, however, 
said it did not know that the law was be- 
ing violated in this respect.” The com- 
mission said it would do no more than 
authorize the company to collect specific 
rates heretofore set out for specific serv- 
ice not given. 

The commission, in acting on the peti- 
tion of the Alexandria Telephone Co., of 
Alexandria, ordered the company to 
charge the same rates for stockholders 
as for other subscribers. In the past 
stockholders paid 50 cents a month for 
service and the other subscribers paid $1. 
The commission ordered the discrimina- 
tion stopped and ordered a uniform rate 
of $1.25. 

The rates of the Lynn Local Telephone 
Co. were increased 15 cents a month for 
rural party line service. The commission 
also granted the Mohawk Telephone Co., 
of Hancock county, authority to increase 
its rates. 





Owl Caused Short Circuit on Farm 
Telephone Line. 

Surely the owl is a peculiar bird. Wm. 
A. Sirovatka, head lineman of the Mt. 
Vernon Farmers Telephone Co., of Lew- 
iston, Minn., relates an instance in which 
Mr. Owl played an exceedingly strange 
part: 

“Shortly after I went one morning, to 
work, I tested my lines and they were 
all clear. A few minutes later I had 
trouble~with two of them, and after test- 
ing them, I decided that the wires must 
be crossed. The trouble seemed to be 
between three and four miles northwest 
of Lewiston. As the mail man was just 
leaving, I jumped in his rig and started 
cut to investigate. 

When we were about 3% miles out, I 
noticed an owl perched on the wires 
midway between two poles. I got out 
of the rig to look closer and found to 
my surprise that the owl had managed 
in some way to get two wires between 
his claws, and had pinched them together 
so that they were in close contact. 

I had located my trouble. I first tried 
tc frighten the owl away by shouting, 
hut evidently he was enjoying a day's 
sleep. So I climbed the pole, and after 
shaking the wire several times, aroused 
him from his slumbers, and he flew.” 





Annual Report of Rushville (Ind.) 
Co-operative Company. 

The annual report of the Rushville 
Co-operative Telephone Co., of Rushville, 
Ind., for the year ended March 31, 1918, 
shows gross earnings of $41,118, an in- 
crease of $1,158 over the preceding year, 
while the operating expenses, $16,110, 
showed a _ corresponding increase of 
$1,206. After making other miscellaneous 
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deductions, there was a balance of $441. 

The company owed $9,000 on the old 
debt on the Ist of April, 1917, and bor- 
rowed $2,500, which was paid back, and 
in addition $7,000 was paid on the old 
debt. Liberty bonds in the sum of $5,000 
were bought and $2,932 was spent for ad- 
ditional equipment. 

On April 1, 1918, the company had in 
service 1909 telephones, an increase of &6 
over the preceding year. Geo. H. Davis 
is manager of the company and M. V. 
Spivey, secretary. 

To Assist in Forming Signal 

Service Corps in Texas. 

The directors of the Texas Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association at a re- 
cent meeting in 





Dallas, authorized the 
officers of the association to offer their 
assistance to Brigadier General R. H. 
McDill in organizing a signal service 
corps for his brigade of the new Texas 
National Guard. General McDill was 
quoted as saying he would like to have 
the telephone men undertake the work, 
which is similar to that they did for the 
War Department some months ago. 

It was also decided to hold six district 
meetings during the year, the places to be 
decided on later. The secretary’s office 
was authorized to send out monthly bul- 
letins to the members, giving information 
concerning the telephone 
news items pertaining to it. 

Resolutions were passed in respect to 
the memory of J. W. Ozment, president 
of the Palestine Telephone Co. and a di- 
rector in the association, who passed away 
recently. 


business and 


Those attending the meeting were R. 
B. Still, Tyler, president; E. C. Blomey- 
er, Waco, secretary; E. M. Powell, Dallas, 
treasurer; J. Y. Rust, San Angelo: C. D. 
Longserre, Bardwell; J. A. Smith, Fort 
Worth, and John A. Stratton, Dallas. 
Division of Telephone Properties 

in Southern California. 

The California Railroad Commission 
has authorized a sale and exchange of 
telephone properties by the Union Home 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., with head- 
quarters in Los Angeles, and the Pacific 


Telephone & Telegraph Co., by which 
competition in Southern California is 


eliminated. 

The Union company is withdrawing en- 
tirely from all of the exchanges which 
are being transferred to the Pacific com- 
pany, and the Pacific company withdraws 
entirely from all the exchanges being ac- 
quired by the Union company, except for 
the operation of long distance and toll 
business. 





New York Wire-Tapping Bill. 

The Murray bill, making it a misde- 
meanor to tap telephone wires without the 
consent of a Supreme Court justice, has 
been disapproved by Governor Whitman 
of New York 

















“Telephony’s Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
lis Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay CG. Mitchell 








Quiz Questions on the Preceding 
Installment. 


962. What is the function of the re- 
sistance, 1, Fig. 273? Explain the pos- 
sible effect of the “busy-back” circuit 
which does not include resistances sim- 
ilar to 1. How can the rush of current 
from one relay, due to its inductance re- 
actance, retain the armature of another 
relay connected to the same circuit? 

963. Why is the wire common to all 
“busy-back” jacks led through the sec- 
ondary, 4, of transformer 3? Indicate 
the probable location of the condenser 
required with the circuit as shown in Fig. 
273. What determines the speed of the 
circuit interrupter 6? Would a tone 
transformer having a secondary wind- 
ing, 4, of high resistance be successful in 
the “busy-back” circuit shown in Fig. 
273? Is a buzzer type of tone interrupter 
satisfactory for telephone office use? 

964. Outline the advantages and disad- 
vantages of a buzzer-type tone inter- 
rupter. Explain why the adjustment of 
a buzzer type interrupter is difficult to 
maintain. 

965. Outline another use for a tone 
aside from the one comprised in the 
“busy-back” arrangement shown in Fig. 
273. What is the effect of the tone when 
used with the circuit arrangement shown 
in Fig. 273 so far as the telephone-using 
public is concerned? 

966. Explain the essential differences 
between the trunk circuits shown in Fig. 
271 and Fig. 273, and the simplex trunk 
circuit shown in Fig. 274. Why it is cor- 
rect to designate the circuit in Fig, 274 
as a simplex trunk circuit? 

967. Outline the primary circuit condi- 
tion produced when the A operator in- 
serts the calling plug of a cord pair in 
jack 11, at the orginating office. Trace 
a path over which current flows to cause 
the display of trunk lamp 15. What is 
the function of the normally-closed con- 
tact of relay 8 located at the originating 
office ? 


CHAPTER XXIX. Inter-Office 
Trunking (Continued). 


968. Condition when trunk plug is in- 
serted prior to trunk seizure -—While the 
seizure of the trunk (Fig. 274) by the 
A operator prior to the insertion of the 
trunk plug, 12, in the multiple jack of 
the called local line will cause the lamp, 


15, to be displayed, this will not be the 
case if the connection with the called 
local line has been’ previously made. 
When the trunk plug, 12, is inserted into 
a local line multiple jack, a path.is com- 
pleted for a flow of current traceable as 
follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, current 
will flow through the winding of the 
local line cut-off relay, the sleeve con- 
tact of the multiple jack, the sleeve con- 
tact of the trunk plug, the winding of the 
trunk sleeve relay, 2, and the common 
battery to earth. 

This flow of current will energize trunk 
relay, 2. When the.armature of trunk 


is not connected to battery until subse- 
quent circuit conditions have been brought 
about. The circuit through the trunk 
lamp, 14, however, is completed at this 
stage of the call through the normally- 
open contact of relay 2 and the nor- 
mally-closed contact of relay 4, and lamp 
14 is displayed. 

At the stage of completion of the call 
assumed, the delayed seizure of the 
jack, 11, of the assigned trunk circuit by 
the A operator, lamp 15 will not be dis- 
played since relay 1 has not yet been op- 
erated by the flow of current over the 
simplexed trunk circuit from the A of- 
fice. Therefore, when the-trunk plug, 12, 
is resting in its multiple jack before the 
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Fig. 274. Simplex Type Trunk Circuit. 


sleeve relay 2 is operated, the test wind- 
ing of the operator’s telephone set in- 
duction coil is disconnected from the tip 
strand of the trunk cord. 

The same relay armature completes the 
circuit for the telephonic voice-carrying 
currents through from the tip terminal 
of the repeating coil, 10, to the tip con- 
tact of the trunk plug, 12. At the same 
time, the positive or grounded terminal 
of the common battery is connected to 
a common circuit junction point for one 
terminal of the winding of the high re- 
sistance relay, 4, one terminal of the 
trunk lamp, 14, and one terminal of the 
winding of trunk relay 5 (both led 
through normally-closed relay spring con- 
tact points of relay 4). 

Trunk relay 4 will not be operated as 
a result of the operation of relay 2, 
since the other terminal of its winding 
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A operator has seized the assigned trunk 
jack 11 in the originating office, lamp 14 
is displayed while lamp 15 is dark. 

Should the A operator have seized the 
trunk jack, 11, however, prior to the com- 
pletion of the connection by the inser- 
tion of the trunk plug, 12, into the mul- 
tiple, lamp 14, since the connection of its 
terminal with the grounded terminal of 
the battery has not been accomplished 
owing to the non-operation of relay 2, 
will be dark and lamp 15 will be dis- 
played. 

969. Signal indicating seizure of 45- 
signed trunk by distant A operator— 
With the lamp, 14, displayed as a re- 
sult of the completion of the connection 
by the incoming-trunk operator, the 
seizure of the trunk by the distant A 
operator will signal the incoming-trunk 
operator by causing the lamp, 15, to be 
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displayed. This is because the opera- 
tion of the armature of relay 1 com- 
pletes the previously-traced energizing 
circuit for lamp 15. 

970. Circuit condition, as called sub- 
scriber answers—It follows, therefore, 
that when the connection for the trunked 
call has been completed at both trunk 
terminals, both lamps, 14 and 15, will be 
displayed. When the called subscriber 
removes the receiver from the telephone 
hook, a path for the flow of current is 
completed as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, cur- 
rent passes through the winding of the 
tip battery supply relay, 3, the tip side 
of the trunk, now complete from re- 
peating coil to plug through the opera- 
tion of relay 2, the tip of the plug, 12, the 
tip spring of the called local line jack, 
the tip side of the line, the called tele- 
phone instrument, the sleeve side of the 
line, the sleeve spring of the called local 
line, the sleeve of the plug, the wind- 
ing of the sleeve relay, 2, and the com- 
mon battery. 

As a result of the flow of current over 
this path, relay 3 is energized. Now the 
operation of the armature of relay 3 in- 
terrupts the flow of current over the 
simplexed trunk from the distant A of- 
fice, releasing relay & and through its 
contact and the windings of the repeat- 
ing coil, 9, apprising the A operator, by 
the darkening of the local calling super- 
visory lamp, that the called local tele- 
phone has answered. At the same time, 
the normally-open contact of relay 3 is 
closed. This completes a path for a flow 
of current traceable as follows: 

Starting at the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent passes through the normally-open 
contact of relay 2 (now closed), the 
winding of relay 4, the normally-open 
contact of relay 3 (now closed), the 
winding of relay 1, and the common 
battery to earth. 

This flow of current energizes relay 4. 
When the armature of relay 4 operates 
the contacts, it completes a circuit for 


the flow of current through the winding 


of relay 4 and the lamp, 15, to the com- 
mon battery. Relay 4 is, therefore, 
locked in an operated condition so long 
as the plug 12 remains in the multiple 
jack, retaining relay 2 in the operated 
condition. 

This is true although the original ener- 
gization of relay 4 depends upon the op- 
eration of relay 3. Regardless of the 
condition of relay 3, relay 4 cannot be re- 
leased until the connection of its wind- 
ing with the grounded terminal of the 
common battery is removed by the re- 
lease of relay 2. Lamp 15 will not be 
displayed as a result of the current pass- 
ing through it and through the winding 
of relay 4. This is because the resist- 
ance of relay 4 is made so high that the 
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strength of current flow through itself 
and the lamp, 15, is insufficient to bright- 
en the lamp although sufficiently strong 
to retain relay 4 in the operated posi- 
tion. 

This is an excellent illustration of mar- 
ginal operation. The display or darken- 
ing of lamp 15 is produced by the margin 
in the strength of currents passing 
through it as successive stages of comple- 
tion of the connection. The energization 
of relay 4 is the final step in the opera- 
tion of the trunk equipment up to the 
time that the connection is to be re- 
moved. In other words, the = stage 
reached, in analysis of the trunk circuit, 
represents the stege reached when the 
connected telephones are ready to talk. 


971. Condition when the called sub- 
scriber replaces the receiver first— 
While the receiver of the called tele- 
phone is off the hook, current will con- 
tinue to flow through the winding of the 
trunk relay, 3, and the line circuit. When 
this telephone receiver is replaced, this 
flow of current is interrupted and relay 
3 is released. 


The only effect produced by the res- 
toration to normal of the armature of 
relay 3 is the completion of the circuit 
from the grounded terminal of the com- 
mon battery at the A office, through the 
normally-open contact of relay 7 (now 
closed), the winding of relay 8, the sim- 
plexed trunk circuit, the normally-closed 
contact of relay 3, the winding of relay 1, 
and the common battery. The operation 
of relay 8, resulting from the flow of 
current through the circuit traced, oper- 
ates the supervision of the local calling 
cord in the A office, apprising the orgin- 
ating operator that the called subscriber 
has replaced his telephone receiver. 


While relay 1 is again operated, as a 
result of the release of relay 3, no effect 
is produced in the trunk lamps, 14 and 15, 
since relay 4 is still locked in the oper- 
ated condition. It is obvious that relay 
1 will remain in the operated condition 
as long as the A operator in the distant 
office allows the plug to rest in the trunk 
jack, 11. As soon as this part of the 
connection, conforming to the displayed 
supervisory signal is removed, relay 1 is 
released. 

The release of the armature of relay 
1 completes the path for a flow of cur- 
rent traceable as follows: 

Starting from the positive or grounded 
terminal of the common battery, the cur- 
rent passes through the normally-closed 
contact of relay 1, the normally-open con- 
tact of relay 4 (now held closed), the 
lamp, 14, and the common battery. 

The flow of current over the circuit 
traced causes the lamp, 14, to be dis- 
played apprising the incoming trunk op- 
erator that the local cord in the distant 
office has been removed by the A opera- 
tor and that the trunk plug, 12, may now 
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be removed from the multiple jack of 
the called local line. 

It is worthy of note that this trunk 
circuit arrangement does not provide any 
direct signal for the incoming trunk op- 
erator when the called local subscriber 
replaces his telephone receiver. The first 
disconnect signal possible for the incom- 
ing-trunk operator to receive results from 
the removal of the trunk connection by 
the originating operator at the distant 
office. It is for this reason that the 
switchboard manufacturer using this 
trunk circuit arrangement, designates 
lamp 14 as the “disconnect lamp.” 

The circuit conditions produced as a 
result of the calling subscriber replac- 
ing his receiver first, are confined, to the 
originating office In other words, no 
signal is displayed at the incoming trunk 
position until the A 
moved the 


operator has re- 
connection from the trunk 
jack, 11, and the called subscriber has 
also replaced his receiver upon its hook. 

This means that the prompt release of 
the trunk depends upon the vigilance of 
the A operator. Until has taken 
steps to clear out the call, the trunk cir- 
cuit is not available for later 
It is true that this is a slight disad- 
vantage in this type of trunk circuit ar- 
rangement. In those trunk circuit ar- 
rangements giving both operators han- 
dling a connection a disconnect signal, the 
chances of the trunk being made 
promptly available for later demands is 
much more favorable than it is when 
all the disconnect signals are dependent 
upon the careful work of the one oper- 
ator. (To be continued.) 
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7,500 Applicants, 250 Operators 
Chosen for Signal Corps. 

Besides conforming to the qualifications 
set by the United States Signal Corps for 
membership in the telephone unit, which 
is a part of the United States Army, the 
operators are now required to pass a 
psychological examination to determine 
their motives for wanting to go abroad. 

“Out of 7,500 applications for mem- 
bership in the unit of telephone girls 
which has been sent to France, 250 have 
been selected,” is the statement of Capt. 
Wesson, Signal Corps officer in charge of 
the unit. One hundred women, in the 
official olive-drab uniform of the Signal 
Corps, have been sent abroad, and 150 
are awaiting orders in this country. 

These girls are stationed in groups of 
10 in American bases of supplies and 
points of debarkation, according to Capt. 
Wesson. They will not be nearer than 
23 miles from the front. New York state 
sent the greatest number of telephone 
operators, and California and Massachu- 
setts tied for second place. 

An officer of the Signal Corps, who is 
experienced in the employment of tele- 
phone operators, is in charge of their 
housing and general welfare in France. 











O Tempora! 


O Where Is the Fat ? 
By J. C. Kelsey 


What is “fat”? What is this reservoir 
that telephone men are commanded to 


“Never mind whether they like the 
prospect of having their fat revenues 
taken away from them or not.” 

This remarkable sentence comes from 
a Western newspaper, which at the pres- 
ent time, prohibited from abusing Eng- 
land, is advocating government owner- 
ship of telephones. 

As all influences, which so vigorously 
oppose public utilities, are open to the 
suspicion of being in sympathy with Ger- 
many, so has this string of papers advo- 
cated things at times which must be more 
than pleasing to the mad “Beast of Ber- 
lin.” 





We are not so much concerned at this 
time about the ruthless manner that in- 
vestors are to be treated, as we are con- 
cerned in the word “fat.” 

It may be that the western editor must 
have read the decision of the Indiana 
Public Utilities Commission, which has so 
clearly brought out the discovery that 
telephone companies, like food animals, 
contain much fat, and, like them, should 
be compelled to live on it during this 
troublesome time. 

That telephone companies contain much 
“fat” is really a new and wonderful dis- 
covery, and some member of the In- 
diana commission will yet go down in 
history with Mr. Bell. 


Germany needs fat. The children cry 
for it, the older folks beg for it, the 
pulpit prays for it, and the government 
hints for it. 

It is the universal occupation and its 
pursuit is in every mind. No wonder it 
reflects itself in the mind of the German 
sympathizer, safe and snug in an adopted 
country which he would betray any time 
at a less price than Judas took. The 
sympathizer is looking for fat every- 
where, in order to destroy it, and it is 
no wonder that his close search caused 
him to sniff as he came near to our pub- 
lic utilities. 





It will bear repeating: ‘Public utilities 
are the backbone of the nation.” 

On their prosperity depends our whole 
national existence, and no one knows it 
better than a pro-German, safe and snug 
in a country which he hates—and he 
can’t help himself from admitting it. 

What is more natural that public utili- 
ties should be attacked, or even confis- 
cated, for by doing that, as much damage 
can be done to our government as if a 
battleship were destroyed or a regiment 
shot down? It is all the same thing. 


use during our nation’s trial? Webster 
defines “fat” as meaning plump, corpu- 
lent; not lean; oily, greasy, unctuous and 
rich. Somehow this can’t apply to our 
business. Also “fat” means “exhibiting 
the qualities of a fat animal, coarse, 
heavy, gross, dull, stupid and_ slow- 
witted.” 

It also means “rich, producing a large 
income, as a fat office (meaning, possibly, 
a public utility commissioner), or a fat 
job,” “now parson of Troston, a fat liv- 
ing in Suffolk,” as Carlyle said. 

Maybe this is the idea: “Persons grown 
fat and wealthy by long impostures,’ 
such as charging $2 a month for business 
telephones, $1 for residence telephones, 25 
cents for switching and free service to 
ten towns—all subject to a 10 per cent 
discount if paid four weeks after it is 
due. 





For some reason, the Indianapolis Sun- 
day Star printed a part of our com- 
ments on the Noblesville and Green- 
castle decisions by the Indiana Public 
Utilities Commission. As was to be ex- 
pected, one of the commissioners came 
back with the old-fashioned and murder- 
ous accusation that we have no regard 
for the truth. Oh, such withering back- 
fire! 

Yet he went all the day around Robin 
Hood’s barn without explaining why only 
5 per cent annual depreciation was al- 
lowed. Not a word about suggesting the 
reduction of the salary of a man who 
gives all his time to a $104,000 telephone 
company for $1,500 a year. Not a line 
about $1,000 working capital for a com- 
pany of that size; not a thought for a 
10 per cent discount four weeks after 
the bill should be paid—surely a smooth 
politician. 

I can only repeat that the oily Bern- 
storff made a mistake in fooling with 
Mexico and promising it all of Texas, 
New Mexico and Arizona, when all he 
needed was a majority on the public 
utility commissions of our states. Vested 
in these men is enough power to wreck 
our government, all under the guise and 
protection of the law. 

Of course, with all its vaunted effi- 
ciency, the Prussian mind could not do 
it all. But if there is ever another scheme 
to get control of the world, it will never 
start until it has the commissions adorned 
with Bismarcks and Zimmermans. Maybe 
after all, they got a few states lined up 
before they had to move. 
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© Mores! 


It Is Not on Utilities 


TELEPHONY has no quarrel with any 
commission. It is a firm believer in the 
great value of commission control. It 
certainly reserves the right to dispute 
decisions, especially when they are un- 
just to an industry which it represents. 

It certainly will not admit that any 
politician holding a fat state job has a 
monopoly on the truth—they would make 
strange bedfellows. It certainly will not 
keep quiet when a group of men, tem- 
porarily in power and crazed with it, 
reach out and do foolish harmful things 
to an industry—even if innocently done. 

It certainly does not fear an argument 
with any commissioner ever born to 
“strut across the utility stage and be seen 
no more.” TELEPHONY and the telephone 
industry will live long after some com- 
missioners are classed with the pterodac- 
tyls and dodo birds of practical politics. 





The biggest principle involved in this 
whole public utility controversy is the 
right that men who give the utilities their 
lives, should receive proper compensa- 
tion. 

The Indiana commission, calmly sug- 
gesting that the $1,500 manager of a 
$104,000 telephone company cut his sal- 
ary to meet the increasing expenses—in 
another breath it denies that telephone 
maintenance expense is higher—would 
shed tears if it were to arbitrate a labor 
dispute where painters want $9 a day for 
as little work as they can do. 

It is a cinch that these political bright- 
lights would give a paper hanger $1( a 
day and quarrel with the manager of a 
telephone company, with real responsi- 
bility, who tries to live and raise a family 
on $5 a day. 





That is exactly what $125 a month 
means. It means that the telephone man’s 
wife, who has helped to keep down ex- 
penses by working on the books for 
nothing, has to wear her old coat another 
year. 

It means that the telephone man will 
hesitate about attending the state and 
national conventions, which is another 
economy that the Socialist commission 
will take advantage of. 

The reason that some of these long- 
haired reformers refuse increases over 
$2 and $1 rates is based upon the folly 
of a telephone man working for little, 
his wife for nothing, and his friends for 
their health. In a way, commissions are 
not entirely to blame, although they 
should be humane enough to see the 
trouble and correct instead of condemn- 
ing it. 














May 11, 1918. 


The real secret of the work done by 
public utility commissions can be shown 
by the old saying “penny-wise and pound- 
foolish.” A state will appropriate $50,000, 
$100,000 or $250,000 to organize a body of 
men to pry into the affairs for organiza- 
tions which deal in pennies and nickles, 
and never make a move toward dealing 
with organizations that can take dollars 
and tens of dollars from the people’s 
pockets. 

The whole political organization of a 
state can be based upon or changed by 
the action of a group of men who can 
prevent a trolley company from raising 
its fare from 5 to 6 cents—a raise of one 
cent—while food manipulators, farmers, 
druggists and others raise prices on neces- 
sities a dollar a bushel or a dollar a peck, 
and affect the whole state from children 
up to oldest age. 





After a public utility commission does 
a whole year’s work, it reminds one that 
“out of the mountain came a mouse,” 
and that states as well as people “make 
mountains out of mole-hills.” 

My telephone bill is $3.50, my gas bill 
$6.50, and my electric light bill runs close 
to $7.50 in the long winter months, and 
a great organization of publicly-created 
officers guard me with jealous care, yet 
my milk bill is $18 and the grocer never 
lets me off less than $70, but there is no 
publicly-created body I can go to because 
the state cannot see mountains on ac- 
count of the mole-hills being in the way. 

The Chicago Telephone Co. actually 
averages 10 cents a day for its great tele- 
phone service to a half-million subscrib- 
ers, and the candy girl downstairs won’t 
sell less than a dime’s worth of filthy, 
impure and adulterated candy at one time. 


3ut in the public mind, the Chicago Tele- , 


phone Co, is a “fat” crook and the candy 
man a poor, helpless taxpayer, and are 
to be protected from harm. 

The public surely has a sense of humor. 





Even the garlic-scented Greek immi- 
grant works only a few moments on a 
pair of shoes for ten cents, yet the Chi- 
cago Telephone Co. will work all day for 
the same money—a full 24 hours at that. 

In spite of this, there are men who 
wanted the city to spend over one hun- 
dred thousand dollars to investigate this 
public utility criminal (?) and bring it 
quickly to the bar of justice. The city 
spent thousands of dollars on a gas case, 
trying to lower an already low rate, for 
this wonderful and convenient necessity, 
and it saved me something like 75 cents 
a month or $9 a year. ; 

In the meantime, my milk bill rose 
from $12 to $18 a month, or $72 a year— 
children have to drink milk. All the ex- 
Pensive efforts of the city to cut my gas 
bill resulted in a saving of $9 which so 
substantially (?) helped me to meet a 
$72 increase in my milk bill. 
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What a pity that we do not have nine 
or more utilities, because an average re- 
duction in each would just about take 
care of the increase in my milk bill? 
Wonderful work, though misdirected ! 





Chicago has a new idea! At least, the 
attorney for the city has. He does not 
admit of a six-cent fare. He wants the 
city to take the street railway property 
and run it without profit, with fares even 
below a nickel. 

Further, he wants the property to be 
managed by a board of public-spirited 
business men, who don’t know a thing 
about the street railway business—if they 
knew, they would not be wanted. 

To prove that he is not idealistic, 
he points out that Julius Caesar once 
took over the privately-owned fire depart- 
ment of Rome, and ran it without profit. 
He had to go a long way to find a prece- 
dent, and so far has not convinced the 
city council that his scheme will work. 





But this idea has value. It would not 
take a group of public-spirited business 
men more than a week to find out that a 
six-cent fare is really needed. If a group 
of public-spirited business men would take 
over the gas company and worry over its 
actual problems, not a week would pass 
before we would hear of dollar gas. If 
they took over the Chicago Telephone 
Co. and had to meet its actualities, there 
would never ,be another investigation or 
an attempt to lower rates. 

The whole trouble with the public, and 
with some of the idealists, is that they 
imagine that public utilities have no 
troubles or problems, and that gross earn- 
ings are nothing but “fat.” 





That idea puzzles the western editor— 
and it seems to be the idea of the In- 
diana commission that telephone com- 
panies, particularly, have no troubles or 
problems, and that every dollar they 
take in is profit. 

The real cure for the situation is to 
let the western editor take a week off 
and take charge of a utility with notes 
maturing the following week, and a group 
of creditors making an appeal for money. 
This same cure would apply to the In- 
diana commission. 

It would not be long until 5 per cent 
depreciation, free service to ten towns, 
small working capital and delayed col- 
lections would be in limbo. But safe 
and secure behind the laws of Indiana, 
they are exempt from curative medicines. 





It did not take them long to charge 
two cents for a penny paper. It was only 
an increase of 100 per cent and there 
should be some fat in the business under 
the new rates. 

The government, owning the postal 
business, distributing newspapers and to- 
day censoring them, instead of taking 
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over telegraphs and telephones should 
take over all newspapers because “every 
argument which can be cited for govern- 
ment ownership and operation of mail 
facilities applies with equal force in favor 
of government ownership and operation 
of newspapers.” 

“Never mind whether they like the 
prospect of having their ‘fat’ revenues 
taken away from them or not.” It’s a 
poor rule which will work both 
ways. 


MORAL: Not all spies speak German. 


not 


Featuring a Telephone Number 
and Its Results. 

“He Capitalized His Telephone Num- 
ber” is the heading over this story in 
Every Week: 

Tom Williams went to St. Louis from 
Springfield one day to buy lumber. He 
never had been there before, and he 
started to look up the dealers in the 
bulky directory. He looked and looked, 
and finally threw the book down in de- 
spair. 

“When I get back home,” he said to 
the clerk, “I’m going to see to it that the 
people of Springfield never have to wade 
through a thousand pages of names to 
find my telephone number.” 

That was six years ago. Today his 
telephone number—“300 Green, Spring- 
field, Missouri”—is better known than he 
is. A letter, telegram, or package so ad- 
dressed will reach him without delay. 


To emphasize the idea, Williams 
Painted his business green—wagons, 
buildings, stationery, everything. Even 
his bill-board slogan: “300 Green for 


Sudden Service” rivaled the grass on the 
hillsides. Then he attired himself in 
—green ties, green shirts, green suits. 
Not gaudy green, but green. 

Business boomed, and he added coal 
to lumber. The words “300 Green for 
2000-Pound Tons,” and the fact that he 
took no orders he couldn't deliver the 
same day, brought Williams one-fifth of 
the city’s coal trade in two years, despite 
the fact that he charged 50 cents a ton 
more than anybody else. 

And the business? Well, he’s had to 
buy five new sawmills since. 

Perhaps Williams came it a bit thick. 
Others might not want to do it quite so 
thoroughly. He lived with and for his 
business, which is not a bad idea for 
success. But the big point—the point 
any business man might well apply to his 
own affairs—is that Williams, with a 
single carefully worked out idea, put his 
concern above the common run and 
branded it distinctive. 

This story is, of course, written from 
the point of view of the business man 
and promotes an idea which is generally 
not encouraged by telephone companies, 
especially in the larger cities, where tele- 
phone numbers are frequently changed 
for various reasons. 









Tucked-Away Telephone Instruments 


Some Interesting Life Stories of Telephone Instruments Installed in Unus- 


ual Places or Used for Unusual Purposes, Proving the Contention that the 
Telephone Is ‘‘Everywhere’’—Published Through Courtesy of The Transmitter. 


A tucked-away telephone, as 
you will readily guess, is one 
hidden away from the rude gaze 
of the world—sort of gone off in 
retirement, like Gray's flower 
that was born to blush unseen. 
Unlike Gray’s flower, telephones 
with a retiring disposition do not 
waste their sweetness on the des- 
ert air; many of them are ex- 
ceedingly busy. 

In answer to a_ request for 
more information relative to tele- 
phones installed in unusual 
places or used for unusual pur- 
poses, E. T. Clifford, formerly of 
the sales department of the Bell 
company at Baltimore, Md., dis- 
closed a number of interesting 
stories. He mentioned one tele- 
phone that’s tucked away in a 
bungalow in the suburbs and is 
used only a couple of times a 
month. That reminded him of a 
telephone in Baltimore that’s 
used even less than that. In fact, 
it has not been used since it was 
tested out by the man who in- 
stalled it. 

This telephone is on a private 
line and is in the home of four 
sisters who look after the house- 
keeping in a large seminary and 
who live in a cottage on the grounds. 
The other end of the line is in the office 
of the man who manages the seminary 
and was put there for use in case of 
sudden illness at night or other emer- 
gency. Fortunately, there has never 
been any need for its use. 

Another telephone in Baltimore that is 
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Telephone Installed in Cold Storage Room. 


always ready for use but seldom used is 
one on the Guilford avenue bridge of the 
street railway system. It is possible that 
some day an _ acci- 
dent will tie up 
the cars on the 
bridge and— 
well, the 








This House Boat in the James River Enjoys Telephone Service. 
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telephone is there ready for us. 
Maybe a telephone in a black- 
smith shop couldn’t be consid- 


a ered a tucked-away telephone—if 


it’s in an ordinary blacksmith 
shop. But suppose it’s an old- 
fashioned horse-shoeing forge, 
with old-fashioned fittings, and 
a great, old tree spreading its 
branches above it, and it is pre- 
sided over by a counterpart of 
Longfellow’s village smithy — 
that’s different. 

There’s a rather humble store 
on a rather humble street where 
a rather humble Chinese does 
things to shirts and collars that 
other people wear. You'd never 
suspect the place of harboring a 
telephone, but it’s there. Perhaps 
the proprietor uses it to commu- 
nicate with his friend Sing Song 
Lee, who operates a_ similarly 
equipped washing emporium on 
the other side of town. 

On a street that looks as though 
there couldn’t possibly be a pros- 
pect for telephone service in seven 
blocks there’s an old house and 
there’s a telephone in the house. 
The subscriber is a colored man, 
and his business is cement paving. 

A bathroom would hardly be 
considered a choice location for a resi- 
dence telephone, but it serves nicely for 
one of three residence telephones in the 
home of a busy Baltimore physician. 

The bathroom telephone rests on 
a shelf just above the tub and the doc- 

tor finds it useful. You know how it 
is, don’t you, when you are in the 

privacy of your bath and the tele- 
phone bell rings and the person 
calling insists on speaking to 
you in person and immediately? 
The person answering the tele- 
phone shouts this information at 
you through the bathroom door, 
and you think it is something 
important. You slip on a bath- 
robe and a cake of soap at the 
same time and half rush, half slide 
to the telephone, only to find that it’s 
somebody who wants to borrow four 
dollars. The doctor escapes all that 

Down at the Union Abbatoir there are 
two telephone stations in the big coolef 
where the beef is chilled. Although spe- 
cial moisture-proof wiring is used, a sta- 
tion occasionally gets out of order. The 
telephone man who goes in to repair it 
takes his overcoat along. 
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Lexington Market, Baltimore, is full 
of tucked-away telephones. It’s nothing 
unusual to see a telephone in a box at a 
vegetable, fruit or fish stand. These 
telephones are carefully locked away at 
night. 

“On the north side of the James River,” 
writes E. H. Hazard, of the Richmond 
plant, “a stone wall rises up to the street 
level, about 50 feet. On the top of this 
wall rises the side wall of a large seed 
warehouse, and in the shadow of this 
building our friend, the subscriber, has 
taken up his abode on a _ three-room 
houseboat, moored to a sandbar. 

“He is an enterprising young man, and 
in addition to making a living from his 
fishtraps in the river has utilized the 
sandbar alongside for a business that is 
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rather peculiar, in view of the surround- 
ings—poultry raising. He informed us 
that it costs him next to nothing to feed 
his chickens, as the refuse from the seed 
warehouse is blown right out in his 
chicken yard on the bar. Then, too, 
there is never any complaint from neigh- 
bors or of any damage to backyard gar- 
dens. 

The place is inaccessible except by 
boat, and then you have to embark sev- 
eral blocks below and row up the river 
to it. When we received the order to 
install this telephone, we had to do some 


tall figuring. After running the wire 
from our nearest terminal along the 
walls of several buildings, we finally 


reached a point on the wall of the ware- 


house above where from a knob we 
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dropped a subscriber’s loop to the boat. 

Our friend on the boat was glad to see 
us. He needed a telephone to keep in 
touch with his customers, and in one of 
the accompanying illustrations he is seen 
at the telephone, ready to take an order 
for fresh fish.” 

A case where a telephone is located in 
a butcher’s icehouse, with the tempera- 
ture at about 34 degrees above, is cited. 
There is an extension station in the 
slaughter house and the instrument is 
spattered with the blood of the victims. 
On account of the moisture it is neces- 
sary to keep the instrument and cords 
wrapped with tar tape. 

All of which proves what telephone 
men have been saying for a long time— 
“It’s everywhere.” 


Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 
Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


and Actions of City 


Appeal for Mandamus Speeds Ac- 
tion on Rate Application. 


Confronted by the possible necessity of 
being compelled to go before the su- 
preme court and explain its delay in giv- 
ing a decision in an application for in- 
creased rates for the Lincoln Traction 
Co., the Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion gracefully receded from its position 
of deciding the case when it got around 
to it. A conference of attorneys for the 
public utility company with the commis- 
sioners and their attorney resulted in a 
pledge of the traction company to with- 
draw its application to the court and a 
pledge on the part of the commissioners 


that the case would be at once closed and’ . 


that a decision would be given in 30 days. 


Accordingly the company withdrew all 
papers from the court files, and the com- 
mission the same day took some addi- 
tional testimony, refused the application 
of the city attorney for an order re- 
quiring a minute physical inventory of 
the company’s property and declared the 
case closed. At the time the city had an 
eastern expert and a corps of assistants 
at $120 a day working on the company’s 
books. The request for the inventory had 
becu filed at the suggestion of one of the 
commissioners, and would have caused 
a celay of many months in closing the 


e application for an increased rate 
W filed in April, 1917, and frequent 
gs to take testimony were ‘held. 
nan Hall repeatedly told the com- 
pas representatives that he was willing 


to concede that an increase in rates was 
necessary, but that before signing an 
order 


: he would insist that the common 
stockholders either consent to cancel 
their stock or pay into the company 


treasury whatever balance was found to 
represent the difference between the value 
of their equity in the property and the 
par value of their stocks. This they re- 
fused to do, and denied the power of the 
commission to make such a condition. 

The company attorneys expect an order 
with such conditions attached, and will 
appeal at once, if that is the result. The 
figures submitted showed the company 
was earning an insufficient sum to pay 
preferred stock dividends by many thou- 
sands. 


Ruling on Purchase of Liberty 
Bonds by Public Utilities. 

The Nebraska State Railway Commis- 
sion has gone on record as withholding 
its approval of the purchase of Liberty 
bonds by telephone companies under its 
jurisdiction unless they have free sur- 
plus available. Several companies de- 
sired to have their names appear in the 
published list of subscribers to these gov- 
ernment loans and feared that they be 
branded as slackers if they did not join 
the banks and other institutions of that 
character in purchasing bonds. 

The commission ruling is that inas- 
much as service is the most important 
matter to be considered, there must be no 
such use of surplus moneys as would in- 
terfere with the furnishing of adequate 
service and that it could be permitted only 
where there is sufficient free surplus or 
depreciation reserve in cash. Several 
companies have purchased bonds without 
asking permission of the commission. 

Warren H. Pratt, president of the 
Kearney Telephone Co., which purchased 
the Bell property a little over a year ago 
in Kearney, wrote the commission for 
information. He said that he disliked 
possible adverse comment because the 


company had taken no Liberty bonds; 
that the company did not have any avail- 
able cash to buy bonds or pay dividends, 
and desired an opinion from the commis- 
sion. The reply sent him is as follows: 

“You state in your letter that the re- 
ports of the condition of the company 
disclosed that no available cash can be 
properly used in the purchase of Liberty 
bonds. The commission has, in a few 
instances, approved the purchase by tele- 
phone companies of Liberty bonds, but 
only where there was a free surplus which 
would not be required for the actual uses 
of the company for a considerable period 
of time. 

“For example, if a company has ac- 
cumulated a substantial depreciation re- 
serve and that reserve is in the form of 
cash in banks, a portion might with 
safety be invested in Liberty bonds. In 
the opinion of the commission, however, 
public utilities should not jeopardize the 
continuance of their service to the public 
by withdrawing funds actually needed 
in its operation to invest in such securi- 
ties.” 


Responsibility of Company for 
Negligent Construction. 


The Nebraska Supreme Court holds 
that where a person is injured through 
the negligent construction of a wire or 
pole line by the telephone company, the 
fact that some other party was also neg- 
ligent is immaterial, where an action for 
damages is brought against the telephone 
company. 

The suit was one brought to the court 
on appeal by the Platte Valley Telephone 
Co. from a jury verdict in Scottsbluff 
county. Frank S. Jackson, a brakeman 
in the employ of the Burlington, was 
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knocked off the top of a high box car 
he was riding onto a siding back of the 
station at Minatare by a telephone wire 
that ran from a pole to the eaves of the 
depot across the track. The jury gave 
him a judgment for $750. This is now 
affirmed. 

When first constructed, the telephone 
line ran into the depot above the tele- 
graph wire. A storm loosened the for- 
mer, and when the agent found his tele- 
graph line had been put out of business 
by the telephone wire falling over it, he 
cut the latter. When the telephone com- 
pany replaced the severed wire, it was 
run into the station under the telegraph 
line, the agent supervising the job. 

The company’s attorney urged that 
where the owner of a building consents 
to the connecting of the wires at a par- 
ticular place, no employe of the owner 
can assert negligence or recover dam- 
ages if injured by reason of the con- 
struction at that particular place. It was 
also urged that it is not incumbent upon 
every telephone company employe to de- 
termine absolutely whether there is a 
chance of injury to anyone every time he 
does construction work. 


The supreme court says: 


The placing of wires where they offer 
a constant menace to the life and limb of 
a brakeman on a high car cannot be ex- 
onerated. by the failure of the agent of 
the railroad company to object to its loca- 
tion at that particular place. When injury 
is caused by the negligence of the de- 
fendant, the fact that some other party 
was also negligent becomes immaterial. 
An instruction to that effect is not er- 
roneous when, as in cases of this char- 
acter, it is necessary to give it when oral 
argument is apt to be made in exoner- 
ation that another party was also negli- 
gent. When the court told the jury that 
if they found the defendant negligent in 
placing the wires in such a position as to 
cause the plaintiff to be injured, any 
neglection on the part of the railroad 
company or that the agent knew when it 
was placed was immaterial, it stated the 
law. 


Private Contract For Special Class 
of Service Illegal. 


In denying the application of Edward 
J. Lang for an order requiring the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Co. to extend him 
“Baseball Ticker Service” in Hamilton 
and Dayton, the Ohio Public Utilities 
commission, on April 30, ordered the 
company to cease and desist from fur- 
nishing this service, except in the city of 
Cleveland, or file with the commission a 
proper schedule covering such service. 


The defendant offers to furnish the 
complainant such service providing he 
will enter into a contract to the effect 
that he will not sell or give away the in- 
formation so obtained within certain 
zones in these cities, which zones the de- 
fendant reserves for the furnishing of 
such service direct to its patrons; and it 
says that this condition is contained in 
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all of its contracts with patrons who 
subscribe for such service, 

The complainant refuses to enter into 
such a contract, and claims that he has 
a lawful right to transmit the informa- 
tion so secured to any person or per- 
sons, by means of the telephone; and he 
admits that his purpose in obtaining the 
service is to enable him to establish the 
business of reselling it to subscribers 
who are willing to receive it through the 
medium of the telephone. 


The company’s schedule of rates on 
file with the commission do not include 
a rate for baseball ticker service. This 
is a service which the company is not 
bound to furnish but the evidence dis- 
closes that it is serving some patrons 
with this service on private contract. 
This, the commission holds, is in viola- 
tion of law and, as previously stated, or- 
dered the company to discontinue the 
service or file proper schedules with the 
commission. 


Telephone Company Ordered to 
Give Service to Complainant. 


The York-Troy Telephone Co., of Lily, 
S. D., was ordered by the South Dakota 
Railroad Commission, on April 30, to 
extend its line to furnish service to 
Ernest S. Anderson at the regular rental 
rates within 30 days of the date of this 
order. 

Negotiations have been pending for 
some considerable period of time between 
the complainant and the officers of the 
York-Troy Telephone Co., for the con- 
struction of a line to his farm and the 
installation of a telephone instrument in 
his place of residence. Through some 
misunderstanding or inadvertence or neg- 
lect on the part of the telephone com- 


pany the service has never been in- 
stalled. 
The exact distance which the tele- 


phone company would be required to 
build a line is not disclosed in the rec- 
ord. It would, however, be less than 
three-quarters of a mile. The complain- 
ant must either receive telephone serv- 
ice from this company or go without. 
He is a permanent resident, and able, 
ready and willing to pay the usual tele- 
phone rental, and expresses a desire to 
comply with all reasonable rules and 
regulations of the company. 


‘The delay on the part of the company 
appears to have occurred because of the 
fact that no person in particular con- 
nected with the company has_ been 
charged with the absolute duty of giving 
attention to similar applications and for 
that reason there have been negotiations, 
first, with one officer of the company, and 
then with another officer of the company, 
with the result that no definite action has, 
been taken on the part of the company 
or any of its officers to construct the 
telephone line and install the telephone 
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instrument in the complainant’s house. 

Different propositions have been made; 
the company at one time advised him that 
they would build the line if he would 
pay $10 and although he agreed to that 
offer and notified an officer of the com- 
pany of his willingness to pay the $10, the 
line was never constructed and the tele- 
phone was never installed. 


There is some little mention in the 
record of the desire of the telephone 
company to have the applicant become a 
stockholder, but this is not a permissible 
practice under the very frequent rulings 
of the commission, as well as under the 
statute. A telephone company in South 
Dakota is a common carrier, and it may 
not require as a condition precedent to 
furnish service, that the applicant for the 
service become a part owner of the prop- 
erty or a stockholder in the company 
which operates the plant. 

The commission states: “While it is 
entirely within the law and is a per- 
missible practice for a telephone com- 
pany to attempt to sell stock to all of 
the persons who are located within the 
territory served by it and to such others 
as it may desire, it is not a permissible 
practice, nor is it within the law, nor will 
it be countenanced by this board, to per- 
mit a telephone company to require as an 
absolute condition precedent to receiving 
telephone service from it, that an intend- 
ing subscriber shall become a stockholder 
in the company.” 

In regard to the expressed willingness 
of the applicant to do the hauling of sup- 
plies and materials used in the construc- 
tion of the line, the commission stated: 

“It is perhaps entirely fair for a tele- 
phone company, where a person residing 
some distance from its lines desires tele- 
phone service, to enter into negotiations 
with such intending subscriber to per- 
form some slight voluntary service mere- 
ly as a matter of accommodation in con- 
nection with the extension of the line in 
order to relieve the company of some por- 
tion of the expense of constructing the 
necessary extension, and to promote har- 
monious relations and secure immediate 
service. 

This is particularly true as to many of 
our country lines, and while such negotia- 
tions are entirely fair, yet as a matter of 
law, in a proper case, a telephone com- 
pany may not insist, as a condition pre- 
cedent to furnishing telephone service, 
that the intending subscriber shall build 
a portion of the line or contribute work, 
labor or services or cash towards its 
construction. Each case of this class 
must rest upon its own peculiar facts.” 


Rate Increase Granted—No Ac- 
counting System Kept. 


The Spencer (S. D.) Telephone Ex- 
change was authorized by the South 
Dakota Railroad Commission, on April 








May 11, 1918. 


29, to increase its rates from $1.50 per 
month for business service and $1 for 
city residence and rural service to $2.25 
per month for business service; $1.35 for 
residence and $1.50 for rural party line 
service. 

The new rates for business and resi- 
dence service are subject to a discount of 
95 cents if paid on or before the 15th 
day of the current month and the rural 
rates are subject to a discount of 25 
cents per month if payment is made dur- 
ing the first month of the current quar- 
ter. 

The testimony in the case discloses 
that the Spencer Telephone Exchange 
furnishes service to 114 subscribers in 
the city of Spencer, of which 18 are 
classified as business, and 96 as residence. 
In addition it furnishes service to 132 
rural patrons. 

The company was unable to submit any 
evidence at the hearing concerning the 
value of the property as the original plant 
was installed about 1902 and has gradu- 
ally been added to since that time, no 
record having been kept showing the 
amount of money invested, either origin- 
ally or in additions and _ extensions, 
nor had any inventory been taken. 


Subsequent to the hearing the com- 
mission’s engineer made a complete inven- 
tory of the plant and equipment which 
shows the reproduction cost now to be 
$12,294 and the depreciated value to be 
$7,457. From the record the commis- 
sion finds that a reasonable value of the 
plant in use and useful for the public and 
for the purposes of this case is $7,500. 

The present owner of the property, 
Mrs. Addie McGregor, is not actively en- 
gaged in the operating of the telephone 


system but leases it to F. A. Fralich, 
the manager, receiving 50 per cent 
of the gross receipts, excluding toll’ 


commissions. The owner furnishes all 
necessary material for maintaining and 
extending the lines and the lessee fur- 
nishes the necessary labor in connection 
therewith in addition to paying all op- 
erating expenses. 

Neither party, however, could furnish 
any definite information regarding the 
expense of maintaining and operating 
the various branches of the service. 

Using estimated expenses found to be 
reasonable for a plant of the size of the 
one under consideration, the commission 
found that the present rates were wholly 
insufficient to defray the operating ex- 
penses, including a fair allowance for de- 
Preciation, and yield a return on the in- 
vestment. It, therefore, allowed the ap- 
plication in part. ; 
' It also was made apparent at the hear- 
ing that the company had not maintained 
any accounting system which would be of 
assistance in determining the company’s 
financial condition. Relative to this 
Point, the commission stated: 

“No telephone company should con- 
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tinue to operate without an effective ac- 
counting system from which it can de- 
termine what service is being operated 
at a profit as well as that which is being 
rendered at a loss. The application for 
an increase in rates was made on the 
assumption that the plant of the applicant 
was being operated at a loss and yet 
there were not introduced at the hearing 
any figures showing the cost of perform- 
ing the different classes of service.” 


Responsibility of Company for Its 
Financial Condition. 

The South Dakota Railroad Commis- 
sion, in ordering the Clark County Tele- 
phone Co., on April 30, to extend its 
line to furnish telephone service to James 
K. Caldow, et al, again ruled that it will 
not permit a telephone company to re- 
fuse service because an intending sub- 
scriber does not wish to become a stock- 
holder, nor will it permit a telephone com- 
pany to defer the granting of service 
under such circumstances. 

The company has in all 148 subscribers, 
of whom 90 are stockholders and the bal- 
ance of whom do not own stock in the 
company. The commission’s opinion 
states that it appears that the assets of 
the company, aside from its plant, consist 
of long overdue telephone rentals and 
that if it changed its policy and collected 
its telephone rentals in advance, it would 
in all probability have sufficient cash on 
hand to make the required extensions. 

Another reason given by the company 
for its failure to install service to the 
complainants was its claimed financial in- 
ability to make the necessary construc- 
tion. 

“There is no good reason,” the commis- 
sion states,” why this company should per- 
mit its accounts to become overdue and 
if its present rentals of $9 and $12 per 
annum respectively are not sufficient to 
permit it to defray its operating ex- 
penses and to make needed improvements, 
it should make application for an in- 
crease in its rates. Its rates should be 
sufficient to not only defray its proper 
operating expenses but also to provide a 
depreciation reserve to take care of re- 
placement and a return on the investment. 

“If the company has no funds and its 
past due rentals are not sufficient to pro- 
vide the necessary funds, its officers 
should give serious consideration to the 
financial needs of the company. It 
should not for that reason be permitted 
either to furnish poor service or to in- 
adequately cover the field.” 


Company Ordered by Commission 
to Employ Competent Lineman. 
The South Dakota Railroad Commis- 

sion, on April 30, ordered and com- 

manded the York-Troy Telephone Co. to 
immediately employ a competent, experi- 
enced telephone man qualified to perform 
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the work of a telephone lineman, and to 
immediately repair, replace and overhaul 
and to put in first-class operating condi- 
tion its telephone line extending between 
Crocker and Lily. 

The company is further ordered to re- 
pair and put all telephone instruments 
on this line in first-class operating condi- 
tion, renewing all batteries, and to ex- 
amine and to put in proper operating 
condition the connections of this line at 
the exchange in Lily and Crocker to the 
end that the complainants shall receive 
efficient telephone service. The com- 
pany is given 30 days to comply with.this 
order. 

Complaint against the York-Troy Tele- 
phone Co., of Lily, S. D., was made by 
C. H. Myhren, as to the condition of the 
telephone line between Lily and Crocker 
and the lack of proper connection at the 
Crocker and Lily exchanges. 

The officers of the company expressed 
willingness to re-establish the connections 
at the Crocker exchange, and to put the 
line in proper operating condition so as 
to furnish its patrons service, but the dif- 
ficulty was that while this was conceded, 
nothing had been actually done to grant 
the service, and it was the delay in this 
behalf which precipitated the filing of this 
complaint. 


Unnecessary Delay in Furnishing 
Service to Applicant. 

The South Dakota Railroad Commis- 
sion, on April 30, ordered the Lily Local 
Telephone Co. to extend its telephone 
line in order to furnish service to the 
complainant, P. O. Christopherson and to 
his neighbors, M. Corbin and Messrs. 
Nash and Henningson, within 30 days. 

Upon investigating the complaint in 
this case, the commission found that al- 
though there has not been an exact re- 
fusal on the part of the telephone com- 
pany to furnish service there has been 
such unnecessary delay in constructing 
its line and installing a telephone instru- 
ment for the furnishing of service as to 
amount to a refusal in fact. 

The commission states that this is per- 
haps another case where the delay in 
furnishing telephone service has been oc- 
casioned by reason of the fact that there 
is no particular person connected with 
the telephone company who is charged 
with the duty of attending to applications 
for service and the maintenance and up- 
keep of the line, and taking care of nec- 
essary extensions to new subscribers. 
Service Complaint Against Indiana 

Company Dismissed. 

By an order of the Indiana Public 
Service Commission issued April 27, the 
petition of R. J. Careins and others, 
filed about a year ago, asking that the 
Matthews Telephone Co., be made to 
give better service, was dismissed. 

The commission order states that on 











26 


February 26, 1918, the commission sent 
a letter to Careins, asking him if the 
service of the company had improved 
since the hearing, August 7, 1917, and 
inquiring if the petitioners desired to 
take further steps in the matter. No 
answer was received, the order says, and 
one of the commission’s engineers was 
sent to inspect the telephone plant. 

He found that the company is giving 
service as good as that usually given in 
small towns, so in view of this and the 
fact that the petitioners have taken no 
further action in the matter, the com- 
mission dismissed the case. 


Increased Rates Authorized for 
Service on Metallic Lines. 

The Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., has been given permission by the 
Nebraska State Railway Commission to 
establish the following rates for metallic 
service upon its Berlin exchange: 

Individual business, $30 a year; in- 
dividual residence, $18; two-party resi- 
dence, $15; farm residences, $18; farm 
lines, grounded service (ten or less sub- 
scribers on a line) $15. 

The existing rates are $12 for all 
classes of service, with a grounded sys- 
tem. The order for new and better 
rates is conditioned on the almost com- 
plete rebuilding of the plant. It also 
provides that these rates shall be option- 
al and that the present grounded service 
be given to all who desire to continue it 
until further orders of the commission. 
The new rates are not to be effective un- 
til the rebuilding has been completed. 


Injury to Lineman Caused by Com- 
pany’s Negligence. 

The employe of a telephone company, 
in order to make certain repairs, ascended 
a telephone pole and sustained injuries 
as a result of the breaking of the pole 
beneath the surface of the ground on 
account of its decayed condition. This 
condition was not obvious or known to 
him. 

It being shown that it was not the duty 
of the employe under his contract of 
employment to make an independent in- 
spection of the pole for the purpose of 
discovering hidden defects, the failure of 
the telephone company to use due care 
to maintain such pole in a reasonably safe 
condition for the purpose of such em- 
ployment constitutes actionable negli- 
gence.—Ramon vs. Interstate Utilities 
Co.; Supreme Court of Idaho; 170 Pa- 
cific, 88. 


Liability for Damage by Contact 
With Power Line. 

Where an electric company operating 
a telephone line and a power line knew 
of and consented to another company 
moving its telephone line to a position 
near its power line, it is liable for dam- 
age done by reason of their subsequent- 
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ly coming in contact with each other and 
burning a house. Where two electric 
companies are equally liable for damages 
cone by wires coming in contact, one 
cannot complain that verdict was re- 
turned against it alone, because each was 
independently liable and the jury can find 
tor one defendant and against the other. 
—Sickles vs. Mt. Whitney Power & 
Electric Co.; Supreme Court of Califor- 
nia; 170 Pacific, 599. 


Admissibility of Accounts of Tele- 
phone Company. 

The books of a telephone company be- 
ing in another state, a bill of the company 
showing charges by it to the plaintiffs for 
connecting them with 
place of business on a certain date was 
competent. The books of a_ telephone 
company were competent to show charges 
made by it on a certain date for connect- 
ing plaintiffs with defendant’s place of 
business.—Twitchell Construction Co. vs. 
Johnson; Supreme Court of New Hamp- 
shire; 102 Atlantic, 758. 


Responsibility to Protect Tele- 
phone from Lightning. 

A telephone company must use care to 
inaintain, as well as install, a telephone 
with reasonable protection against injury 
to the property from lightning. Tele- 
phone companies in installing telephones 
must exercise ordinary care to protect 
the premises from injury by lightning. 
-—Cohen & Stryck vs. Home Telephone 
Co., Court of Appeals of Kentucky; 200 
Southwestern, 344. 


Measure of Damages for Personal 
Injury. 

An award of $1,350 in favor of a rail- 
road brakeman, who was caught and in- 
jured by a low-hanging telephone cable 
while standing on the train, cannot be dis- 
turbed as excessive, it appearing that the 
brakeman was thrown to the car roof 
and strained, so that he was practically 
disabled from lifting heavy objects; 
there being testimony that he was treated 
by several doctors and was considerably 
injured—Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
Co. vs. Mink; Court of Appeals of Ken- 
tucky; 201 Southwestern, 16. 


Long Beach, Cal., Merger Ap- 
proved by Commission. 

The California Railroad Coramission 
has approved the application for the 
merger of the Home and Sunset tele- 
phone systems in Long Beach, to be oper- 
ated under Home management. 


Duty of Electric Company to Pre- 
vent Interference. 

It is the duty of an electric company, 
in the construction and maintenance of 
its wires carrying heavy currents of elec- 
tricity across the space where telephone 


the defendant's: 
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or other such wires are strung, to mak« 
approved and effective provision agains 
the communication of its current to suc! 
telephone or other wires.—Phenix Fir: 
Insurance Co. vs. Virginia Wester: 
Power Co.; Supreme Court of Appeals oi 
West Virginia; 94 Southeastern, 372. 


Injury While Attempting to Pro- 
tect Others. 

Damages may be recovered for the 
death of a person who, prompted by a 
purpose to protect others, was killed in 
voluntarily attempting to remove from a 


‘public street a heavily charged electric 


wire dangling there as the result of negli- 
gence, if he exercised reasonable precau- 
tions to protect himself—Workman ys. 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Su- 
preme Court of Nebraska; 166 North- 
western, 550. 


Gratuitous Allowance of Use of. 
Line of Other Company. 


The gratuitous allowance of one tele- 
phone company of the use by another 
company of a line owned by it consti- 
tutes a discriminating practice forbidden 
by the statute, and therefore is not one 
which the Utilities Commission can re- 
quire to be continued.—State vs. South- 
western Bell Telephone: Co.; Supreme 
Court of Kansas; 170 Pacific, 26. 





Company Responsible for Condi- 
tion of Telephone Poles. 


An employe of a telephone company, 
the scope of whose employment is con- 
fined to seeing that the lines are kept in 
working order, is required to .use only 
ordinary and reasonable care and cau- 
tion before ascending one of the com- 
pany’s poles, and if, by the negligence 
of the company, such defects existed as 
were latent and could not be discovered 
without an inspection, the failure of the 
company to make such inspection, and 
thereby provide a reasonably safe place 
to work, was such neglect and want of 
due care in protecting its employes as 
renders it liable to them in damages for 
injuries occasioned therefrom.—Ramon 
vs. Interstate Utilities Co.; Supreme 
Court of Idaho; 170 Pacific, 88. 


Change in Service Not Objection- 
able Change in Practice. 


The dismantling. of a direct teleplione 


line between two places does not consti- 
tute an objectionable change in a prac- 
tice pertaining to service, where the com- 
pany owning it has established another 
line, although not a direct one, be:ween 
such places, by means of which all usi- 
ness between them is efficiently ha vdled, 
without detriment to the public or © in- 
dividuals—Caster vs. Southwester: Bell 


Telephone Co.; Supreme Court of \an- 


sas; 170 Pacific, 26. 
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Summary of State Commission 
Hearings and Rulings. 


CALIFORNIA. 

April 12: The commission dismissed 
the application of the Dos Palos Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to raise rates 
on its desk telephones, the company hav- 
ing, on April 2, requested a dismissal of 
this proceeding. No. 5300. 

April 26: Permission asked by the 
Reedley Telephone Co. to extend its sys- 
tem to serve Parlier, Fresno county, with 
telephone service, and to issue 8,300 
shares of its stock at 90 cents a share to 
cover the cost of the necessary equip- 
ment for the extension of its service to 
Parlier. 

FLoriDA. 

May 15: Hearing at Eustis on the ap- 
plication of the Lake County Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates 
at Eustis, Tavares, Groveland and Mt. 
Dora, Nos. 187, 188, 189 and 190. 

ILLINOIs. 


The commission granted 
authority to the Morrison (Ill.) Tele- 
phone Co. to increase rates by adopting 
certain new classifications and rates, to- 
wit, eight-party common battery, selective 
ringing, $27 per annum, business; and 
eight-party common battery, selective 
ringing in seven-mile radius, residence, 
$21 per annum; and ten-party grounded 
line, residence, $21. The other rates of 
the company remain the same as former- 
ly. This increase is allowed for the pur- 
pose of permitting the company to pay 
a reasonable return upon its investment. 
Under the old rates in the year 1917 the 
rate of return was 5.50 per cent on the 
investment. Under the new rates the rate 
of return will be 7.11 per cent on present 
value of the investment. No. 7132. 

May 7: Hearing at Chicago on com- 
plaint of city of Belvidere relative to in- 
sufficiency of service of the Belvidere 
Telephone Co. in that city. No. 6998. 

May 7: Hearing at Chicago on appli- 
cation of Belvidere Telephone Co. for 
authority to increase rates in Belvidere 
and vicinity. No. 7111. 

May 7: Hearing at Chicago on joint 
application of Morrison Telephone Co. 
and Interstate Independent Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. for approval of purchase 
by the former and sale by the latter of 
its telephone property at Morrison and 
Prophetstown and toll lines connecting 
these exchanges, for $10,000, and for an 
order authorizing the Morrison company 
to issue $10,000 first mortgage 6 per cent 
bonds and the “<_ company to ac- 
quire them. No. 7988. 

May 7: Hearing 4 Chicago on com- 
Plaint of D. L. Andrews and Ray Cun- 
ningham vs. Cadwallader Telephone Co. 
in_ regard to service furnished in Ver- 


April 17: 


milion county. No. 7998. 

May &: Hearing at Chicago on appli- 
cation of Peoples Mutual Telephone Co., 
ol vis, for authority to increase its 


rates between Pecatonica and Freeport. 


INDIANA. 

April 26: Further increase in. rates 
aske! by the Greencastle (Ind.) Tele- 
Pho: Co. Permission is asked to make 
an itional charge of 25 cents per 
montn where desk telephones are , re- 
ques‘e| and to increase the individual line 
resilence rate from $1.45 to $1.50 per 
mon 
 iesele | 20: Petition filed by the German 
Mutual Telephone Co., of Rochester, Ind., 
pa or an increase of approximately 
Oe heen 


cent in rates. 


April 30 and May 1: The commission 
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granted rate increases to the following 
companies: Bippus Telephone Co., of 
Bippus; Citizens Telephone Co., of Dun- 
kirk; Leisure Telephone Co., of Leisure ; 
Salamonia Telephone Co.; Kirklin Tele- 
phone Co., of Kirklin; Mount Ayr Tele- 
phone Co., of Newton county; Commer- 
cial Telephone Co., Warsaw; Portage 
Home Telephone Co.; Burlington Tele- 
phone Co.; LaFontaine Telephone Co., 
LaFontaine; Lynn Local Telephone Co. ; 
Mohawk Telephone Co. of Hancock 
county, and Edwardsport (Ind.) Tele- 
phone Co. 

The United Telephone Co., of Bluffton, 
was authorized to issue $350,000 in two- 
year, 6 per cent promissory notes; the 
Citizens Telephone Co., of Kokomo, was 
authorized to issue $120,000 in two-year, 
6 per cent notes, and the Akron Tele- 
phone Co., of Akron, was authorized to 
issue $35,000 of capital stock. 

The Sweetser (Ind:) Rural Telephone 
Co. and the Alexandria (Ind.) Telephone 
Co. were ordered to eliminate discrimina- 
tion in rates between stockholders and 
non-stockholders ; application for toll rate 
of five cents between Sweetser and Con- 
verse and Sweetser and Swayzee, denied. 


Petition of Farmers Co-operative Tele- © 


phone Co. of Kosciusko county 
increase, withdrawn. 

Petition of Merom Telephone Co., of 
Merom, for increase in rates denied, in 
the absence of evidence to warrant an 
increase. 

May 24: Hearing on the petition of the 
city of Lafayette for physical connection 
between the lines of the Central Union 
Telephone Co. and the Lafayette Tele- 
phone Co. for interchange of toll service. 

MINNESOTA. 

May 2: The commission handed down 
its order granting the application of the 
Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co. 
to purchase certain properties of the Tri- 
State Telephone & Telegraph Co. and the 
application of the Tri-State company to 
purchase certain exchanges and toll lines 
in Minnesota of the Standard Telephone 
Co. and certain telephone exchanges and 
toll lines of the Northwestern Company 
in the state of Minnesota. 

NEBRASKA. 

May 3: Application filed by the Lin- 
coln Telephone & Telegraph Co. for per- 
mission to establish a 15-cent monthly 
rate for desk sets on party lines on Lin- 
coln exchange. 

May 3: Application filed by Lincoln 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. for permis- 
sion to increase business rates on Waco 
exchange to $2.50 a month, in considera- 
tion of an al] night service. The applica- 
tion was made on the suggestion of the 
Waco Commercial Club, which is anxious 
to establish all night service, and all busi- 


for rate 


ness men interested, have agreed to the 
new rate. 
May 3: Complaint of J. B. Harshburg- 


er, of Oconto, that the 


Eddyville Tele- 


phone Co. refused to furnish messenger 
service, filed. 
May 3: Informal application of Kear- 


ney Telephone Co. for advice as to invest- 
ment of funds in Liberty bonds: commis- 
sion replies that free surplus only which 
will not be needed for a considerable 
period of time can be invested in Liberty 
bonds, because of service needs. 

May 22: Hearing on application of 
citizens desiring consolidation of service 
of the Farmers’ Indenendent Telephone 
Co. and the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., at Red Cloud. 

New York. 

May 2: State Telephone Co., of Cox- 

sackie, N. Y., authorized to execute a 
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mortgage amounting to $20,000, the pro- 

ceeds to be applied toward the discharge 

of indebtedness outstanding October 1. 
New Mexico. 

April 25: Permission asked by the 
Andrews Telephone Co., not a corpora- 
tion, for permission to extend a toll line 
into Eunice, N. M. 

NortH CAROLINA. 

April 25: Petition filed by the South- 
ern Bell Telephone Co. for permission 
to increase its rates at the following 
North Carolina exchanges: Charlotte, 
Davidson, Greensboro, Hamlet, Lauring- 


burg, Mt. Olive, Raleigh, Reidsville, Salis- 
bury, Wilmington, Winston-Salem, 


W rightsville Beach, Asheville, and Hen- 

dersonville. The increases proposed are 

from 25 to 50 cents per month for resi- 

dence telephones and from 50 cents to 

$1 for individual line business telephones. 
SoutH Dakota. 

April 29: The commission gave the 
Spencer (S. D.) Telephone Co. permis- 
sion to increase its rates from $1.50 per 
month for business service and $1 for 
city residence and rural service to $2.25 
per month for business service; $1.35 for 


residence and $1.50 for rural party line 
service. No. 3022. 
April 30: The commission ordered the 


Clark County Mutual Telephone Co, to 
make the necessary extensions to furnish 
service to J. K. Caldow, et al., at its regu- 


lar rates on file with the commission. 
Order 2960. 
April 30: The commission ordered the 


York-Troy Telephone Co. to extend its 
telephone line to furnish service to Ernest 
S. Anderson, not later than June 1, at the 
regular rental rates. F-2493. 

April 30: The commission ordered the 
York-Troy Telephone Co. to employ a 
competent lineman and to immediately 
put into first-class operating condition 
its telephone line between Crocker and 
Lily. F-508. 

April 30: Lily Local Telephone Co. 
ordered to extend its telephone line in 
order to furnish service to the complain- 
ant, P. O. Christopherson, and his neigh- 


bors, M. Corbin and Messrs. Nash and 
Henningson. F-3006., 
WISCONSIN. 
May: Petitions filed by the _ Inter- 


County Telephone Co. and the Wise 
Telephone Co. for permission to advance 


rates on lines between Birchwood and 
Stone Lake, Wis. 
May 2: Hearing at Green Bay in re- 


gard to proposed extension by the Den- 
mark Farmers & Merchants Telephone 
Co. in the towns of New Denmark and 
Glenmore, Brown county. T-773. 

May 2: Hearing at Green Bay in re- 
gard to proposed extension by the Brown 
County Telephone Co. in the town of 
New Denmark, Brown county. T-771. 

May 3: Hearing at Kenosha in regard 
to alleged refusal of the Wisconsin Tele- 
phone Co. to extend service to Frank P. 
Lichter. U-1320. 

May 3: Hearing on application of the 
Burnett-Washburn Telephone Co. for 


authority to increase rates. U-1314. 

May 9: Hearing on the application of 
the Feely Telephone Co. for authority 
to increase rates. U-1316, 

May 9: Hearing on the application of 
the Wise Telephone Co. and the Inter- 
County Telephone Co., of Stone Lake 
and Birchwood, for authority to increase 
rates. U-1322. 

May 14: Hearing on the application 


of the Platteville, Rewey & Ellenboro 
Telephone Co. for authority to increase 
rates. U-1325. 











What Is Your Company Doing? 


Chats About Company Doings? 
By Stanley R. Edwards. 

A recent news dispatch from Hagers- 
town, Md., tells of the death of a tele- 
phone lineman as a result of a 20-foot fall 
from a pole. Beyond the fact that he was 
only 30 years of age, no details are given 
in the dispatch. 

It can well be imagined that the fall 
might have been due to the same cause 
as that depicted in the illustration repro- 
duced from the Safety First Bulletin of 
the Texas Telephone Co. 





Continuing his conservation campaign, 
the manager of the Modern Telephone 
Co. tells the public of Independent City 
who “Information” is and what the spe- 
cific duties of her position are. 

The point is brought out that more than 
one-half the calls “Information” handles 
are for numbers which are properly listed 
in the directory. 

The self-interest of the patron rather 
than that of the company is considered 
in the wording of the advertisement, for 
it is stated that it takes longer to obtain 
a number from “Information” than it 
does to look it up in the directory, In 
others words, “waste time” is prevented 
by looking in the directory for a number. 

An appeal is also made to a person’s 
unselfishness by the statement that “In- 
formation” in looking up numbers that 
are properly listed in the directory is pre- 
vented from serving others who have a 
real need for her services. 





Telephone companies, in seeking ways 
of relieving congestion of traffic, espe- 
cially those in the larger cities, are striv- 
ing to reduce to a minimum the number 
of information calls. 

The Chicago Telephone Co. for years 
has had its operators give the time of day 
to all asking for it. These calls reached 
a total of 250,000 a day—and the practice 
of giving out the time has now been dis- 
continued. 





On the backs of the bills of the Kan- 
sas City Home Telephone Co., appear 
little messages to its subscribers. On 
the front of the bill right near where 
the total amount appears, is the injunc- 
tion, “See other side.” The messages 
which appeared on the bills for the last 
four months are reproduced on _ this 
page. They are all printed in red ink. 

“For a year” writes E. L. Chase, as- 
sistant to the president, “we have been 
sending these messages to subscribers on 
the backs of our bills and have proved 
that the small amount of additional cost 
occasioned thereby, is far offset by the 
good done. 

“In a few instances where the message 

















THE CAUSE OF IT ALL: ——— es 
A LITTLE PIECE OF zg 
STEEL MISSING 











Temple, Texas: Lineman was instructed by wire chief to 
do some work. Wire chief had safety belt that was in bad 
condition. At the time lineman started out it happened that 
his belt was being used on a cable platform. So lineman took 








the wire chief’s belt, had put the belt around the pole, leaned J=——~—__ — 
back and started to work. While working he leaned forward, [=———-———— = 
his belt became unfastened because the spring in the snap was F=——_ __ __ 
broken. He leaned back again in his belt, as he thought in SS - | 
safety, He fell backwards about thirty feet. striking the ground [= _--—— — j 
on his back and hips, falling on a pile of bricks. Se i 
= - -— 
Result: We immediately called an ambulance, but thought ee 
he would die before we got him to the hospital. The doctors — na 
pulled him through, however, but he is crippled for life. , ; ——_ j —= 
= a 











“Safety First” Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. and Associated Companies Tells a 
Story Graphically and to the Point—Actual Occurrences Are Cited as Examples. 














“INFORMATION”? 


“Information” is a young lady whose duty it is to supply tele- 
phone numbers that are not in the telephone directory, or 
telephone numbers that have been changed since the directory 
was last issued. 


But in spite of this fact, more than one-half the calls that 
“Information” handles are for numbers that are properly listed in 
the telephone directory. 


This means that more than one-half of the people who call 
“Information” waste their time, for it takes more time to get a 
number from “Information” than from the telephone directory. 
In addition, the practice prevents “Information” from serving 
people who have a real need for her services. 


ALWAYS CONSULT THE TELEPHONE 
DIRECTORY FIRST 


Modern Telephone Company 
The Independent Building 


Corner Service and Progress Streets 
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The Modern Telephone Co. Runs an Advertisement Each Thursday in the Local 
Evening Paper at a Cost of $4.20. This is the Full Size of the Advertisement. 
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1918 


encouraged a response from subscribers 
and in some instances where it was not 
expected, we have received ample com- 
nients to justfy our belief that our mes- 
cages are well read.” 

Messages sent to subscribers in this way 
certainly should be delivered. Our own 
telephone, electric light and gas bills are 
always turned over to see if there is 
anything interesting on them. Usually 


TELEPHONY 


telephones within the city limits and over 
350 rural telephones.” 

Mr. Smith, who is secretary and man- 
ager of the company, is to be congratu- 
lated upon this showing—one telephone 
to every 3.6 of population is a record ex- 
ceeded by few companies. 





While most of the telephone companies 
are raising rates in order to meet the in- 
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The collector will not call on you next 
month or thereafter. That you may be 
assured of continuous service, pay your 
telephone bills at the office of the company 
before the 15th of each month. Mail your 
check when you receive your bill so they 
will not be neglected. 


Kansas _ has 
ideas — some 





originated 
have 


many novel 
attained 


prominence and some have not. 


national 
Here's 
one that will not attain favorable renown 





y < 
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Requests— 
For the-time of day, 
For location of fires, 





The Home Teleph Company op 





O’CLOCK EMBARGO 


In Washington, D. C., an EMBARGO has been placed on such calls as: 


For football results, and 
For other sporting results. 


are asked the clock time 25,000 times a day ‘ 


The Kansas City Home Telephone Company J 


<<<ce < 


9:00 to 11:00 A. M. 
‘ 
‘ 


The bank’s “ 
all stand in line; the 


every day. 








k load” comes just before closin 
mercantile establishment's “pea 
Saturday afternoon; but the telephone company has a “peak 1 


From 9:00 to 11:00 A. M. and from 4:00 to 6:00 P. M., daily, telephone 
traffic 1s congested and service hampered by heavy surges of calls. 


Arrange if possible to do your calling at other hours than th 
We have not reached the place where it becomes necessary to place an embargoon the ¥ by all means refrain from asking for needless information—su 
above class of calls. Unnecessary calls of any kind should be restricted. 


‘ SUCH CONSERVATION PRODUCES BETTER SERVICE, 


requests for the tme of day—dunng these periods. 


Such watchfulness will assist us in producing better service. 


hours, when we 
load” comes on 
load” twice 


and 
as 


The Kansas City Home Telephone Company 
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Forethought applied to your telephone orders will largely aid the 


merchant and incidentally better your telephone service. 


FOR MORNING DELIVERY PLACE YOUR 
ORDERS DURING THE AFTERNOON OF THE DAY BEFORE. 


Two benefits will accrue to you if this rule 1s observed 


A good rule 


1.—Your orders receive more careful 


h 


houses 





if the day’s activities can be planned ae = > batons. 


2 —Your telephone service will be improved, since the afternoon 
service is less hampered by rush periods than in the morning. 


Your thoughtful compliance will be an example for others. 


The Kansas City Home Telephone Company 





This is the Time to Conserve! 


Don’t Forget that an 
EXTENSION TELEPHONE 


in your residence costs 


Only 25c °%,@” 


Order Today! 


time 


Call Main 1 (Home) 


Sample Messages to Telephone Subscribers Attractively Arranged and Printed on Back of Monthly Bills. 


we find either a list of places where the 
hill may be paid or nothing at all, so our 
interest is not held. Short messages like 
those of the Kansas City company would, 
we confess, attract and hold our interest. 
Wouldn’t it yours? 





“Telephone Calls of a Single Day” is 
the title of an article which appeared in a 
recent issue of the Meadville (Pa.) Re- 
publican. 

The results of daily peg counts were 
given the reporter of the Republican and 
he worked them up into a most readable 
article. The work of the information op- 
erator was briefly described. Occasion 
was taken to point out that it is much 
easier for an operator to put up a connec- 
ton than to report back that “the line is 
busy” when it isn’t. That is a fallacy 
which appears to be well grounded in the 
minds of many people—that the operator 
reports a line busy to avoid the work of 
putting up the connection. 





“Speaking of saturation,” writes C. E. 
Smith, of Morenci, Mich. “we might 
call your attention to Morenci, with a 
Population of 1,800. It is served by the 
Morenci Telephone Co. with over 500 


creased cost of supplies, the Carrollton 
Telephone Exchange Co., of Carrollton, 
Ky., conceived of a different method and 


sent out this notice the early part of last 


month: 


The telephone business is one of the 
few industries which has not benefited 
by reason of the increase in prices in- 
duced by war conditions. While every 
article essential for the upkeep and main- 
tenance of the telephone property has in- 
creased from 50 to 200 per cent, the rates 
for telephone service so far have not been 
increased. 

It is our desire to keep the rates at 
their present standard as long as it is pos- 
sible for us to do so. In order to accom- 
plish this result, we request the co-opera- 
tion of our patrons to help us eliminate 
every needless expense. 

Heretofore we have attempted personal 
collection. of many of our accounts for 
rental and toll service, entailing consid- 
erable time and expense which could be 
employed more profitably both to the sub- 
scriber and the company. 

We have, therefore, decided to discon- 
tinue that plan and commencing with May 
1 bills for the current month’s rental and 
preceding month’s tolls will be mailed to 
all subscribers. These bills are due and 
payable at the office of the company at 
Carrollton on the date of mailing. Serv- 
ice will be discontinued without further 
notice for all telephones, the account for 
which is not paid by the 15th day of the 
month. 


if telephone companies 
toms of it surviving the idea period 
The Osborne (Kans.) Farmer proposes 
an innovation which it appears the legis- 
lature has so far overlooked: 

“We demand a law,” says the Farmer, 
“that will compel telegraph and telephone 
companies to use square poles instead of 
round ones. This is necessary to 
petuate the public sale industry. 

It is very annoying to try and read a 
sale bill tacked up on a round telephone 
pole. A person wears himself out walk- 
ing around the pole trving to read the 
bill. If the pole was square all this un- 
necessary and nerve-destroying exertion 
would be done away with at once. 

There is no more wood in a square pole 
than in a round one, and a square pole 
can be made just as tall as a round one. 
Furthermore, it is just as easy to dig 
a hole for a square pole as a round one. 
Moreover, a square pole would be much 


see any symp- 


per- 


more satisfactory to live stock for 
scratching purposes. 
If the next legislature refuses relief 


on this subject it is up to all honest 
yeomen to start an insurrection.” 

Evidently the telephone pole is of more 
value to the Kansas farmer than 
owner. 


to its 











Biographical and Personal Notes 


T. L. Dunlap, of Sherman, Texas, 
special agent of the Texas Telephone Co., 
was married to Mrs. Mabel Hostetter 
Miller, of Osceola, Mo., on May 8, in 
Osceola. 


E. O. Zarker, who last fall was made 
district manager of the Allentown and 
Slatington districts of the Consolidated 

















E. O. Zarker. 


Telephone Co. of Hazleton, Pa., manag- 
ing editor of “The Mouthpiece” and direc- 
tory manager of the company, was born 
in Harrisburg, September 20, 1885. 

After leaving high school, he followed 
drafting in mechanical structural archi- 
tecture until 1905, when he entered the 
employ of the Bell Telephone Co. of 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg, as chief 
draftsman. Some 2% years later he went 
with the American Union Telephone Co. 
at Harrisburg as draftsman. 

In April, 1912, he became district man- 
ager for the Consolidated Telephone Co. 
at Scranton, Pa., and a year later he was 
transferred to Carbondale as manager of 
that district. In this capacity he served 
until last October when he was made man- 
ager of the Allentown and Slating dis- 
tricts. 

While Mr. Zarker was in charge of the 
Carbondale district, the number of sta- 
tions connected with the Carbondale and 
Jermyn exchanges increased over 60 per 
cent. 

Mr. Zarker is keen and alert all the 
time and there is not much that takes 
place which he does not observe. Sym- 
pathetic, kind and tactful in his manner, 
he has no trouble in making friends. He 
is the kind of man who would understate 
rather than overstate any claims he might 
make relative to his own ability. He 





would be inclined to the conservative and 
safe side in all things. 

Leo D. Mahon, commercial super- 
visor for the Chesapeake & Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. in Baltimore, Md., has been 
made district manager at Washington, 
5 os 

O. G. Gillam, manager of the Cum- 
berland Telephone & Telegraph Co., at 
Bloomfield, Ky., recently resigned his 
position and went to Lewisport, Ky., to 
spend a few days with relatives before 
going into the service at Camp Zachary 
Taylor at Louisville. 

Thomas Herndon, who for the past 
three years has been manager of the 
Cumberland Telephone & Telegraph 
Co.’s exchange at Pineville, Ky., has been 
appointed manager of the Cumberland 
exchanges at Millersburg and Carlisle. 

Alton H. Bowden, manager of the 
Almond Telephone Co., Almond, Wis., 
has been in the ‘service of that company 
for the past 12 years. He was born in 
Lisbon, N. Y., December 14, 1887, and 
received a common school education. 

In the spring of 1907 Mr. Bowden en- 
tered the employ of the Almond Tele- 
phone Co. as night operator and assist- 
ant lineman. About a year later he was 
promoted to line foreman, then to local 
manager, and later to manager, which 
position he still holds. 

Prior to entering the telephone field, he 
was inside wireman for the St. Lawrence 
Power Co. While with the Almond 
Telephone Co. he has assisted theighbor- 
ing companies in engineering and instal- 
lation work. 

He is a member of the I. O. O. F. 

Chas. L. Obinchain, manager of the 
Russellville Home Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., Russellville, Ky., was born in 
Pellville, Ky., July 21, 1880. He received 
his education in the public schools and 
prior to entering the telephone field as- 
sisted his father in the general merchan- 
dise business. 

In July, 1904, Mr. Obinchain was em- 
ployed by the Rural Home Telephone Co. 
as local manager at Whitesville. He con- 
tinued to serve this company until early 
in 1911 when he became associated with 
the Central Home system as manager 
of the Marion Home Telephone Ex- 
change, at Marion, Ky. When he took 
charge of this plant, the collections were 
the lowest of any of the Central Home 
exchanges. At the end of 1911 the ex- 
change led the entire system, while at 
the close of 1912 it was still in the 100 
per cent class and had increased its sub- 
scription list more than 20 per cent. 

About two years later Mr. Obinchain 
was transferred to Russellville as man- 
ager of the Russellville Home Telephone 
Co. At that time competition was very 


30 


keen in that territory. The Bell company 
still held connections with 
two small companies out in the county, 
which gave it a decided advantage. 

The Russellville Home succeeded in 
getting connection with the two companies 
and when the Pell franchise expired in 
1915, the former was so far in the lead 
that a movement was started to have the 
Bell company sell its local plant to the 
Home company. The Russellville Home 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. was organized 
in the fall of 1916 and later the local 
Bell plant was purchased by the new 
company. 

During the night of November 28, 1917, 
the subscribers of both companies were 
cut over to new equipment housed in a 
new two-story brick exchange building 
They were given service to all points in 
the county and had toll connections over 
both the Central Home and Bell systems. 
The company has finished consolidating 
the two plants within the city limits into 
what will practically be an all cable plant. 

Mr. Obinchain reports that the year 
1917 was finished with 100 per cent collec- 
tions and a nice increase in the sub- 
list. The company’s toll busi- 
ness has increased nearly 100 per cent in 
the last 12 months. 

Of the practical type of man Mr. Obin- 
chain will work hard to get what he sets 
his mind on. He has a wide-awake mind 
and is keen for details and for looking 


exclusive 


scribers’ 

















Chas. L. Obinchain. 


after those things that are demanded in 
his community in the telephone line 
Undoubtedly Mr. Obinchain has a rep- 
utation for grit and tenacity, for he 
would not be scared out or bluffed from 
accomplishing what he started out to do. 








Sundry Snapshots Along the Trail 


Observations and Comments, Pertinent and Otherwise, 
On the Sunshine and Shadows of Telephone Work 


THE RIBBONLESS ROOSTER. 


Oh, little bird, of reddish hue, 

A sudden death will come to you. 

No scythe of time will reap your neck, 
We'll do it with the axe, by heck. 


No more will your shrill night alarms 

Be answered back from neighboring 
barns. 

The sudden end may make you sick, 

But you can give one long, last kick. 


No more will you at break of day 

Jump from the roost and stroll away, 

About the barnyard, there to pick 

Where fat grub worms are nice and 
thick. 


You're destined now for quite a change; 
Your funeral pyre, the kitchen range; 
Your feathers off, your insides out; 
Stuffed and garnished roundabout. 


Your wings we'll pin on either side; 

In a baking pan for a hearse you'll ride 
Straight to the oven, hot and prime, 
To bake and simmer for a time. 


When dinner hour arrives at last, 

You will be present at a fine repast; 
As a show bird you were no winner, 

But you'll do for Sunday’s dinner. 


This verse is a good illustration of the 
present day move to use everybody and 
everything for a subordinate need, which 
cannot be utilized as a primary. If we 
cannot go to the front to fight, we can 
be just as useful right here at home help- 
ing to back the boys up who are over the 
sea, 

If the old wire which we take down is 
in too poor a condition to be used again 
as telephone wire, it can be carefully 
saved and sold to farmers for various 
uses on the farm so that he will not have 
to go to the hardware dealer for new 
wire, which the government wants for 
war use. The government needs the wire 
and so does the farmer. If you step in 
between and substitute something that 
the latter can use, you help them both. 

Perhaps you will say that it costs more 
in time spent than the money you get for 
the article saved and sold. Sometimes 
this might be true, but one must consider 
in these times that money which you pay 
out for the help needed to save such a 
bundle of wire is not lost to the nation, 
even if it amounts to more than the price 
paid for the salvage. But a bunch of 
wire thrown away, even though it pays in 
dollars and cents, is lost. 

The money is merely a medium which 
Soes round and round like stirring water 
round in a tub but the waste comes from 
the material thrown aside. 

In winning wars, when half the world 
is hard put to it to get the necessary ma- 


By Well Clay 


terials for the successful prosecution of 
their battles, the little savings of mate- 
rials from a multitude of sources will be 
of the greatest benefit. 

In substituting for our presence on the 
battle front, we must, as telephone men 
having to do with much material, go fur- 
ther than the mere figuring on the balance 
sheets of profit and loss. We must begin 
to use substitutes for materials, substi- 
tutes for experts, substitutes for personal 
inclinations. 

The best substitute known to man so 
far is, I believe, the use of brains. We 
must revise our previous estimates, rear- 
range our former plans and improve on 
our original output. 

Some job, ours. 

I wonder if we all are awake to just 
what the war is going to mean to us, win 
or lose, and just what we will be called 
upon to contribute in the near future in 
money, men and material? 

How many of us are thinking we are 
doing quite a lot when as a matter of 
fact all we have done so far is summed 
up in the matter of having bought a bond 
or so, sold a little old junk to the iron 
man, and acted philosophically about the 
high cost of living. 

I remember how brave I felt when the 
dentist began to drill out a bad place in a 
tooth. It didn’t hurt much at first and I 
displayed considerable indifference so as 
to impress the dentist with my ability to 


stand pain. Later on when the drill struck 


the real nerve, I lost my indifference by 
degrees—that is to say, about two hun- 
dred degrees at a jump—and the proposi- 
tion looked a lot different right off. 

That is how it is going to be in this 
war. It is going to strike us on the raw 
some day—and then is the time we are 
going to wake up. 

Down South one day I remember no- 
ticing, at the funeral of a colored broth- 
er at which there was an unusual amount 
of grief exhibited, the wonderful display 
of fortitude shown by the driver of the 
hearse, who, by the way, was a white 
man. It was not his funeral, it seems. 
That is the way it has been so far with 
us in this great world war. It has not 
dawned on us as individual managers that 
it is particularly our funeral as yet. 

Are we ready? 

Being ready is one of the grandest lit- 
tle savers of the known world, and if we 
are not now ready, we should get ready 
right away. We can be ready and have 
it always in mind to do those things which 
will help to conserve in every way 
possible. 
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In the matter of going over the lines 
and placing them in condition, we all 
know that an early spring campaign, well 
thought out and executed, will save half 
the energy and material necessary if left 
to drag over into the hot weather. 

Perhaps you will lose a man or so later 
in the draft who knows all your lines and 
whose services are more valuable for that 
reason than any substitute obtainable. 
Before losing that man, be sure that you 
have taken advantage of his knowledge 
by doing the work necessary while he is 
yet with you. 

Do not let matters drag along until it 
is too late on the theory that you will 
be excused later on the grounds of in- 
sufficient help. The man whose tele- 
phone gets out of order in September 
because you did not plan and work wisely 
in the spring, will be just as insistent for 
a quick restoration of service as he was 
last year. He does not know about your 
troubles. He has his own. 

If you have not trimmed your trees 
before the leaves came out, it will take 
you longer, for the lineman cannot trim 
as many in hot weather as in the chilly 
days of spring when he has to keep going 
to keep warm. 

If you have not reset that rotten pole 
while the weather was fine, you will have 
to pay a penalty after a storm when it 
has been the means of taking down a 
few more with it in giving way during 
the tempest. 

That rotten pin may cost you ten cents 
to replace now and ten dollars later if 
left until in giving way it puts the line out 
of order and necessitates a special trip 
of many miles. 

That weakened guy which has given 
way partially, is a spot which spells trou- 
ble and expense if left until Nature at- 
tends to it. 

Those supplies which you know you 
need and must have, will cost more if 
left to be ordered later. If the list is not 
made out wisely, the items which you 
forget and have to order from the fac- 
tory by rush express later, will put quite 
a crimp in the profits of several telephones 
for the year. 

The leak in your cable will get worse 
after a soaking rain and you~ will have 
the added discomfort of having a lot of 
subscribers registering complaints at the 
office for loss of service. 

Those marline hangers may last just a 
little longer, it is true, but a strong wind 
may rip down a few lengths of cable some 
night and then it will surely cost more. 

Those places where your lines are rub- 
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bing on lighting wires can be fixed just as 
conveniently now as when they have 
burned out a few coils in your switch- 
board or, perhaps, put a lineman in the 
hospital or cemetery. 

If you have done all these things and a 
thousand more, then you are indeed ready. 

APHORISM: The nearer we get to 
the rocks, the better we must steer. 


Quarterly Meeting of Western 
Pennsylvania Association. 


Increases in telephone rates and opposi- 
tion met with were discussed at the thir- 
ty-eighth quarterly meeting of the West- 
ern Pennsylvania Independent Telephone 
Association, held in the Fort Pitt Hotel, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., April 26 and 27. The dif- 
ficulty of securing and retaining labor was 
given as one of the reasons for an ad- 
vance in rates. 

Toledo, Ohio, was reported by J. C. 
Bousch, general commercial superintend- 
ent of the Ohio State Telephone Co., to 
have entered complaints from but 40 out 
of 22,000 telephone subscribers. He said 
that the tendency of employes was to quit 
telephone work and seek employment in 
munition factories. 

By a resolution the organization applied 
for three $100 Liberty Loan bonds. 

Capt. C. P. Hill, recently returned from 
France, said that the American telephone 
lines were far superior to those of the 
French. 

F. B. MacKinnon, of Washington, D. 


TELEPHONY 


C., vice-president of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association, said 
that the time had come in this crisis for 
the public utilities to support and main- 
tain patriotic efforts. He said that if the 
public gets efficient service, it will in turn 
coeoperate willingly and cheerfully with 
the companies. 


Marion Is Host to Ohio Automatic 
Association. 

The Ohio Automatic Telephone Asso- 
ciation held a regular meeting at Marion, 
Ohio, on April 21 and 22. Twenty-seven 
members, representing 11 Ohio cities 





Conway, S. C., April 27, 1918. 
Telephony Publishing Co. 

The 1918 year book or direct- 
ory just received, and I feel that 
I should write you to compliment 
you on the handsome and very 
valuable work you have gotten 
out. It is just fine—that ex- 
presses all that can be said. 
Chas. R. Scarborough, Manager, 

Conway Telephone Co. 











operating automatic 
present. 

On Sunday a complete inspection of 
the building and equipment at Marion 
was made and the committee was unani- 
mous in the opinion that the Marion ex- 
change is as modern and complete a tele- 


equipment, were 
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phone plant as it is possible to produce 

F. E. Guthrey, president of the Marion 
County Telephone Co., welcomed the 
delegates and spoke briefly on the policy 
to be pursued by public utility corpora- 
tions under war conditions. A. J. Berry, 
general manager of the company, read a 
paper on conditions which led Marion to 
adopt the automatic and the very satis- 
factory conditions resulting from that 
step. 

The Marion company, through its of- 
ficers, acted as host to the delegates and 
luncheon enjoyed at the Marion 
club. Several business men of the town 
placed their machines at the disposal of 
the association, and after the afternoon 
session Monday, an automobile tour was 
made of the city and surrounding points 
of interest. 

Those present at the April meeting of 
the association were: 

Jas. McBride and Fred L. Sears, 
Cambridge; J. D. Park, Kenton; A. J. 
Berry and Geo. G. Cooper, Marion; Sey- 
mour Hirsch, Toledo; P. C. Trinter and 
I. Geitgey, Lorain; Chas. E. Hollander 
and G. H. Schlegel, Newark; F. B. 
Moody, A. E. Gray and A. J. Curren, 
Elyria. 

R. K. Judy and Frank Luedeke, St. 
Marys; H. P. Mahoney, Roy Owens and 
M. B. Evans, Columbus; H. O. Dutter, 
Harry Loveen, W. L. Frolick, D. C. 
Bryan, C. J. Kelley and A. J. Stoltz, 
Bucyrus; P. L. Frailey, Youngstown; N. 
P. Bartley and L. Falstreaux, Chicago 


was 


Financial Statements and Reports 


Annual Reports of Independent Telephone Companies in Various Parts of 
the Country for the Year Recently Closed—Gross Revenues Show Healthy 


Financial Report of Kansas City 


Home and Subsidiaries. _ 
The gross earnings of the Kansas City 


Home Telephone Co. and its subsidiary, 
the Kansas City Long Distance Telephone 
Co., and its subsidiaries, for the year 
ended December 31, 1917, were $1,912,956. 
As shown in one of the accompanying 
tables, this represents an increase of 
$135,149 over the preceding year. The 
expenses, however, increased in greater 
proportion, leaving a balance of $669,476 
for depreciation, special reserves and di- 
vidends, a decrease of $10,282 over the 
balance for 1916. 

The accompanying asset and liability 
statement shows the financial condition 
of the Kansas City Home Telephone Co., 
the Kansas City Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co., the Campbell Realty Co. and 
the Anderson County Home Telephone 
Co. for the year ended December 31, 
1917. The income account includes these 
companies and also the Lawrence Home 
Telephone Co. up to March 31, 1917, on 








which date it was sold to the Kansas 
Telephone Co. At the time of the sale 
the Lawrence company had 1,046 tele- 
phones. 

For a period of five years previous to 
1916 the Kansas City company had been 
making an average annual growth of ap- 
proximately 1,800° stations. During the 
year 1916 the company experienced an 
extraordinary growth, the station in- 
crease being 4,506. During the year 1917 
the increase in stations resulting from 
the company’s growth was 3,575, the net 
gain for the year, however, being re- 


Growth While Operating and Other Expenses Show Abnormal Increase 


duced to 2,529 by reason of the Law- 
rence sale. The total number of stations 
in service December 31, 1917, was 5,825. 
The company was thus obliged to ar- 
range and provide facilities for nearly as 
many new stations during the two years 
of 1916 and 1917 as were secured in the 
entire previous five-year period. 

This large and sudden growth had, by 
the latter part of 1916, used up the nor- 
mal surplus plant facilities. The com- 
pany wished to continue its fixed policy 
of prompt handling of all business se- 
cured, and proceeded to plan and con- 











1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917, 
Gross receipts ......... $1,562,628 $1,608,095 $1,644,157 $1,777,807 $1,912,956 
Operating expenses, 
taxes and interest.... 971,255 1,039,597 1,039,931 1,098,058 1,243,489 
Balance for deprecia- 
tion, special reserves 
and dividends ........ 591,373 568,498 604,226 679,749 669,467 
Stations in service..... 42,361 44 983 *43 790 48,296 = **50,825 
*Ottawa, Kansas, exchange with 2,061 stations sold during 1915. 
**Lawrence, Kansas, exchange with 1,46 stations sold during 1917. 





Comparative Statement of Kansas City Home Company and Its Subsidiaries. 
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YOUR CHOICE of two types of ACME 

1900’s is offered. Spec- 
ify ‘‘ACME 1900 SPECIAL PHONE CELLS” for low 
amperage batteries. Otherwise the higher-test type 


will be shipped. Mention if you desire Fahnestock Spring 
Binding Posts. 







The rez arkable stren¢th andd 
ahihty of this battery is due t 


i; -“petior quali and purity of tbe 


> : bi . 
ingredients anx their sc Tooatal ics and 


GUARANTEED ELECTRICALLY | 
AND MECHANICALLY PERFECT 


ACME 1900 


SPECIAL PHONE CELLS 





“Material Wise—Labor Foolish” 


This is the new version of “Penny-wise pound-foolish.” It applies to anyone who holds 
the penny he “saves” on cheaper equipment so close to his eye that he fails to see the 


dollar he loses on the labor it takes to replace that equipment at an earlier date than 
should be. 


You don’t “save” a penny on the first cost of Acme 1900’s—but you do save many a 
dollar on last cost because their long life saves labor. 29 years’ specialization in dry bat- 
tery manufacture explains the uniformity and high reputation these batteries possess. They 
have an army of friends “along the lines.” 


Write ‘‘Acme 1900” (see instructions abcve) upon your 
next order. If your jobber is not stocked please write us. 


National Carbon Company, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio 





Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 
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tract for the installation of a large 
amount of additional facilities for central 
office equipment and outside plant, suffi- 
cient to restore the normal amount of 
surplus plant and to take care of current 
increases so that it might handle future 
business in a normal and regular way. 

By December 31, 1917, the company 
had all of its station increases provided 
for with permanent plant and when the 
work now in progress is completed, it 
will have sufficient surplus plant to take 
care of an additional 7,500 stations with- 
out further expenditures except sub- 
station costs and a small amount of gen- 
eral plant additions. 

On account of the necessity of these 
large expenditures, the company has been 
obliged to increase its current indebted- 
ness through the issue of bills payable. 
After July 1, 1918, President A. F. Ad- 
ams states, the company will be able to 
reduce, at a substantial rate each month, 
the company’s indebtedness, through the 
application of current earnings which will 
be available above the cash requirements 
for operating expenses, fixed charges and 
other current items. 

The officers of the company are as 
follows: Chairman of the board, Theo- 
dore Gary; president, A. F. Adams; 
vice-president and treasurer, H. L. Gary; 
secretary and general manager, H. L. 
Harris; auditor, W. J. Kavanagh, and 
consulting engineer, W. C. Polk. The 
board of directors includes A. F. Ad- 
ams, J. G. Crane, W. S. Dickey, Theo- 
dore Gary, H. L. Gary and H. L. Harris. 


Report of Operations of Platte 
County (Neb.) Company. 
The Platte County Independent Tele- 


phone Co. of Columbus, Neb., has filed 
its report with the state railway commis- 


TELEPHONY 


sion for the six months ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1917, to comply with a new law 
which makes annual reports to be made 
as of that date instead of June 30, as 
formerly. The condition of the company 
is shown to be as follows: 











ASSETS. 

Real estate and buildings........ $ 3,985 
Exchange central equipment..... 10,130 
Exchange aerial equipment...... 50,392 
Exchange underground equipment 12,050 
Exchange subscribers’ stations.. 32,505 
Ce eer 7,198 
Utuity equipment ...... 660.02. 1,278 
PaGserial Gti TMM... ....-06csses 1,416 
REN se Lad ase kiviae ne ao aie «54 0b BAD 1,856 
Bills and notes receivable....... 3,140 

WE. Sb cache hesessaeeanawanee $123,950 
Less (3 per cent) six months’ de- 

DRG, -chicactik avi vine cceswsls 3,718 

MEE  ucadcurchascieoikwscanies $120,232 

LIABILITIES. 

ee ET ee ere $ 48,675 
I ME ng oa dis sckak caw 18,444 
SE CE oc cw cinsamenion an 49,391 
Depreciation reserve (3 per cent), 

Se IEE gp ecton ee caweeae 5022 
WORE. tileck dade Has poowsareecs $120,232 
OPERATING REVENUES. 

Per cent on tolls or lines leased 
OG TO: ntastbesavesmasas cco 461 
From subscribers’ service....... 15,913 
Ne ae re 425 
Sundry sales and earnings....... : 308 
WE sweden ditounatnwareees $ 17,107 
OPERATING EXPENSES. 
I os donc ss enkelexwsion $ 4,186 
OOO rece: ere 5,492 
| eer cement 1,914 
ee ee $ 11,572 
Net operating income........... $ 5,515 
ee ae ere $ 330 
NE REE hs es Sa neve 588 
Dividends paid ......... 1,935 
pO ae $2,853 $ 2,853 
Net surplus for six months...... $ 2,662 








ASSETS. 
Exchange and toll lines, 
equipment, real estate and 

WIS | ocaccsissccnens 8,890,499 
Construction work in prog- 

I iid Ait ks pekin Siicds 6 th Si 374,432 
Marketable securities ..... 169,704 
Bills receivable ........... 20,060 
Cash in bank and special 

MN has ebaiek 64k 304 232,060 
Accounts receivable ....... 85,082 
Materials and supplies..... 300,562 
igo ee 26,554 
Unamortized debt discount. 118,521 
Sinking fund _in- 

vestment, K. C. 

L. D. Tel. Co. ...$229,748 
os: hh. G. ta. Br 

Tel. Co. bonds in- 

WE ook cocacwas 112,500 117,248 

$10,334,722 





LIABILITIES. 


Cette CUR 6 iiaies 5500: $ 3,000,000 





Funded debt—the K. C. 
a > oe 3,000,000 
Funded debt — K. 
& LL B78 
eee $1,426,500 
Less in sinking 
and other funds. 162,500 1,264,000 
ee ere 1,164,500 
Miscellaneous accounts pay- 
en ran 201,943 
Sinking fund reserve...... 229 749 
Depreciation reserve ...... 1,068,277 
Other accrued liabilities not 
due, interest and taxes... 173,692 
Surplus and undivided 
Re eer ey ae 232,561 
$10,334,722 








Statement of Assets and Liabilities of Kansas City Home Company. 
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The company, spent $4,716 for new 
construction during the six months’ pe- 
riod. It operates exchanges at Colum- 
bus, Duncan and Richland with a total 
of 1,791 subscribers. 

The stock is held by 238 persons, and 
the company’s officers are: President, 
C. J. Garlow; vice-president, R. Y 
Lisco; secretary-treasurer, G. W. Phil- 
lips. 


Report of Monroe (Neb.) Tele- 
phone for Six Months’ Period. 


Under a new Nebraska law, telephone 
companies are required to report here- 
after for the calendar year instead of 
for the year ending June 30. The fol- 
lowing report of the Monroe Telephone 
Co., one of the larger Independent com- 
panies, which operates in northeastern 
Nebraska, gives its condition as of De- 
cember 31 and revenues and expenses for 
the six months ended on that date as 
follows: 





ASSETS 

ER OT rer re tere $ 6,528 
Exchange central equipment...... 2,230 
Exchange aerial equipment...... 59,444 
Exchange subscribers’ stations.. 20,223 
Utility equipment .............. 1,650 
Material and supplies........... 6,658 
SAE SEE ae ee eee 7,813 
LOGY WOMNES occas sescveseden 500 
Due from subscribers and agents. 1,773 

TE. Dis wich vinn Opacuncs vceee $106,819 

LIABILITIES. 

CE WE. sh ccemahaaeweiedon $ 57,525 


Loans and notes payable........ 


Vouchers and accounts payable... 1,960 
a 35,824 
Depreciation reserve ........... 4,910 
ME ints i haeegcisas cue eee $106,819 
OPERATING REVENUES. 
lL Sa ere 780 
BUNSCKIDETS SETVICE .........25 12,869 
Sundry sales and earnings....... 167 
_ ES peer e Pre etn wemrenn = $ 13,816 
OPERATING EXPENSES. 
EIT OCT $ 8,178 
EY Suis mich vont naoeee 2,953 
CY banak cnetee hack nndans 2,754 
Eo Pisa aca aoa ee $ 13,885 
The deficit for operation is $69. This 


is increased to $1,339 by the addition of 
$366 for interest paid, $429 for taxes, 
$470 for miscellaneous charges and for 
a correction of entry and tools stolen. 

The company expended for new con- 
struction a total of $4,139. The company 
operates exchanges at Albion, (Genoa, 
Lindsay, Monroe, Newman Grove, 
Platte Center and Tarnov, with a total 
of 2,074 subscribers. 

The officers of the company are 4s 
follows: President, Alfred Bratt; vice- 
president, John P. Bratt, who is also 
manager; secretary, H. C. Bratt; treas 
urer, S. E. Pearson; attorney, C. J: 
Garlow. 
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 ohns-Manville Fibre Conduit speeds up 
construction without lowering standards 


During war times itis a temptation— drippings to score the lead sheath. Nor 


and occasionally, perhaps, even an econ- will there be any trouble later from 
omy —to sacrifice quality in order to electrolysis, because leak-proof joints and 


speed up construction. an exceptionally high dielectric strength 
But you sacrifice neither quality nor keep out stray currents. 
economy nor speed when you specify Johns-Manville Fibre Conduit, prac- 


Johns-Manville Fibre Conduit. In first 


. : tically indestructible from natural causes, 
cost, labor cost, and maintenance cost, it is light in weight, easy to handle, and 
reduces every total on your expense sheet. cheap to lay. You will find our new 


It makes a smooth, straight tube with Conduit Booklet interesting. Ask our 
no offset sections or knife edge cement nearest branch for it. 


H. W. JOHNS-MANVILLE CO. 
NEW YORK CITY 


10 FACTORIES—BRANCHES IN 61 LARGE CITIES 


ANVILLE 
SERVICE 











That guarantee aa a 


whole lot to yo 
when you ee 


construction 
tools! 


\ 





To the man 
who knows tools 
the “OSHKOSH” 
trade-mark is a stronger 
assurance of quality than any printed guarantee. 
“OSHKOSH” quality is being rigidly maintain- 
ed regardless of material and labor conditions. 
Your jobber probably handles ‘““OSHKOSH”’ 
tools. If he doesn’t write today for our catalog. 


OSHKOSH MFG. COMPANY 
OSHKOSH - WIS. 











From Factory and Salesroom 


Convention: U. S. Independent Telephone Association, Chicago, June 25,26,27 and 28 


Stromberg-Carlson Company Mar- 
kets New Type of Key. 


The engineers of the Stromberg-Carl- 
son Telephone Mfg. Co. hold that the 
reasons for placing the cord lamp signals 
in a central energy switchboard in the 
keyshelf also apply to the location of 
the clearing-out signals in a local battery 
switchboard and that the proper place for 

















New Stromberg-Carison Key. 


all clearing-out or supervisory signals is 
in the keyshelf. 

They say that when the usual form 
of clearing-out drop is used and placed in 
the jack opening beneath the line signals 
it is difficult for the operator to see the 
clearing-out drop shutters when they 
fall, because a certain number of them 
are screened by the cords put up for 
connections at the time. This condition 
frequently causes “tie-ups” because the 
operator does not note the signal as 
promptly as she should. Furthermore, 
when clearing-out drops are used, the 
operator is apt to pull down the wrong 
connection because of error in reading 
the signal. 

To remedy these conditions the Strom- 
berg-Carlson company has designed and is 
now furnishing on its new type switch- 
boards its new No. 169 key in which all of 
the visible parts of the cord circuit equip- 
ment, except the plugs and cords, are 
combined in a single apparatus unit. The 
accompanying illustration shows the gen- 
eral design of the key and the relative 
positions of the two clearing-out signals, 
the ringing and listening key and the 
ring-back button. The clearing-out sig- 
nals are arranged to operate independ- 
ently of each other and either or both of 
their shutters may be restored to normal 
position by a single movement of the 
listening key lever. 

It is said that this key provides for 
faster and better service on rural line 
switchboards because it is unnecessary 
for the operator to waste her time in 
restoring the clearing-out signals after 








the completion of calls. The signals are 
always in plain sight and cannot be hid- 
den by the cords since they are between 
the cords and the operator. Aside from 
these advantages the clearing-out signals 
and the cords which they control are 
closely associated and directly in line 
with one another, so that the operator is 
less liable to take down the wrong con- 
nection and disturb parties who are con- 
versing. 

The key is well made and said to be 
so simple in its mechanical elements that 
it is practically unbreakable and trouble- 
proof. 

Further information regarding this 
new key and its application to local bat- 
tery switchboards can be obtained from 
any office of the Stromberg-Carlson 
Telephone Mfg. Co. 





Telephone Company Has Fleet of 
24 White Motor Trucks. 


The Southern New England Telephone 
Co., with headquarters at New Haven, 
Conn., recently accepted delivery of its 
24th White truck and very shortly, when 
it receives a three-ton truck which is on 
order, it will have in service 25 White 
trucks comprising three different sizes. 


Engineering Firm Suspends Busi- 
ness for Duration of War. 

Both D. C. Jackson and William B. 
Jackson, of the well known engineering 
firm of D. C. & Wm. B. Jackson, of Bos- 
ton and Chicago, have been commissioned 
as majors and are now under orders to 
report for immediate service—the former 

















Wm. B. Jackson. 


36 


for service in France and the latter for 
service presumably in this country. 

As the third member of the firm, Ed- 
ward L. Moreland, is also desirous of get- 


ting into government service in some 

















D. C. Jackson. 


capacity just as soon as he can complete 
the work now in hand, the firm has de- 
cided to close its offices and suspend busi- 
ness for the further duration of the war, 
just as soon as its present undertakings 
can be completed. 


Mt. Horeb, Wis., Installs Kellogg 
Universal Switchboard. 


The truly Independent telephone com- 
pany does not hesitate to indorporate 
the evidence in its name. The Mt. Horeb 
Independent Telephone Co., Mt. Horeb, 
Wis., is both Independent and progres- 
%ive, and in strict adherence to this pol- 
icy has grown to be recognized as one of 
the representative Independent telephone 
exchanges in the state. 

Manager Dahlen, with the present as- 
sociate owners, purchased the Mt. Horeb 
exchange about 12 years ago. At that 
time it served less than 150 patrons from 
one small section magneto switchboard. 
Today it is serving more than 700 with 
the aid of a Kellogg Universal switch- 
board, which enables the company to give 
the modern common-battery service in 
sponse to the popular demand of its city 
patrons. 

The three-position Universal switch- 
board of the Kellogg latest type, with 


re- 


two positions equipped, has an ultimate 


° a ah ° . po DAN 

capacity of 800 lines. It is wired for 24 
. ‘ 1 lines 

common-battery lines and 30 rural ‘ine 


The power equipment consists of one 
set of 11 cells of storage battery, an¢ 4 
Monson slate power board. The ringing 

four- 


equipment consists of two sets o! 
frequency Kellogg vibrating pole 


chang- 
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Will You Spend 55 Cents 
to Save 500 Cents? 


Each telephone that lightning forces you to 
replace, costs you 500 cents anyway, doesn’t 
it? It costs’ you a complaining subscriber, and 
a lot of time to see what stopped the service. 
Now, this Time and Money Cost is un- 
necessary. 


THAT TELEPHONE, EQUIPPED WITH A 
HOLTZER-CABOT LIGHTNING ARREST- 
ER, WOULD BE LIGHTNING PROOF. 


The Arrester would choke the lightning and 
force it to the ground, preventing its destruc- 
tive path through the ’phone. 


How would it do it? By means of two coils 
of heavy bronze wire. Lightning cannot travel 
in a circle; so the wires choke and impede it; 
and force it to jump to a carbon rod, thence 
through the ground connection. 


The Holtzer-Cabot Electric Company 
CHICAGO, ILL. and BOSTON, MASS. 

















Dont be without a spool 
of it for your not 


ROSIN F 





Lux ” 7 7 ROSIN FLUX 


atin, Raat a" iat vee 


There is no bother when you use KESTER ROSIN- 
CORE WIRE SOLDER. Ready to use. Non-corrosive 
—wasteless—most efficient. Free sample on request. 


If your jobber cannot supply you, order direct 


CHICAGO SOLDER CO. 
CHICAGO —ILL. 
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Trouble Detectives! 


PIGNOLET Portable Testing Meters will lo- 
cate any kind of trouble besides measuring 
volts and amperes; will also determine re- 
sistance of coils, lines, ringers, etc. 





VOLTMETERS 
AMMETERS 
VOLT-AMMETERS 











Suppose you let us send you a copy 
of the PIGNOLET Catalogue. It’s 
worth while. 





L. M. PIGNOLET 
80 Cortlandt Street New York 
Medal Panama-Pacific International Exposition 








The class of service rendered by each tele- 
phone company to its customers depends en- 
tirely upon the ability of the distributing lines 
to stand up under pressure. No line can be 
expected to give a satisfactory account of it- 
self when afflicted with weak and faulty joints 
due to defective splicing sleeves. 


NATIONAL SLEEVES 


are manufactured throughout on a quality 
basis, from the standpoint of both material 
and workmanship. They meet every sleeve re- 
quirement. When twisted, they wrap so evenly 
and tightly around the conductors as to form 
practically a welded joint. 
Furnished in all sizes at reasonable 
and consistent prices. 


Narlion al 


TELEPHONE SUPPLY CO 


S100 SUPERIOR AVE., CLEVELAND, O 





Please tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 


— QUALITY SLEEVES — 
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ers. The Kellogg company also furnished 
the relay racks and cable runway, which 
are of the latest type. 

The present officers of the Mt. Horeb 
exchange are: President, N. C. Evans; 
vice-president, Jacob Lingard; secretary 
and manager, J. N. Dahlen; and treas- 
urer, T. G. Lingard. 

The accompanying illustrations show 
the equipment installed a few months 
ago. The company has received many re- 
quests for the new service and a goodly 
percentage of the city subscribers has 
already been cut over to the common- 
battery service. Manager Dahlen is an 
ardent believer in Kellogg Universal as 
the economical method of conyerting to 
common battery. 

Kellogg Universal switchboards have, 
it is stated, in every case exceeded the 
expectations of the manager in both their 
service giving and rate-raising possibili- 
ties. For the growing. medium-size ex- 
change it is contended that it is the most 
economical switchboard on the market. 


Paragraphs. 
W. N. Mattruews & Broruer, of St. 
Louis, Mo., have just sent out to the tele- 
phone companies a postal card featuring 














the Matthews Scrulix anchors. It is The Recently Installed Kellogg Universal Switchboard at Mt. Horeb, Wis. 





cleverly illustrated to bring out the good 

points of the anchor. Inserts,” “Dia- 
THe Diamonp Expansion Bott Co., mond Railing 

9) West street, New York, has just is- Base and 


sued a new catalog, No. 286, covering its Overhead Pipe 
line of expansion bolts and accessories. Support” and 
Most iimportant among the recent ad- “Diamond 
ditions to its line, which are described Wire and 
and illustrated in the catalog, is the Cable Attach- 
Diamond “Rapid Fire” drill. Among the ments.” Copies 
publications recently issued by the com- may be opv- 
pany are Bulletins No. 104, 117 and 118 tained upon 
which deal, respectively, with “Concrete application. 
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The Storage Battery Equipment and Terminal 








Racks in the Mt. Horeb, Wis., Exchange. 
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OUR QUALITY OF SERVICE IS A SERVICE OF QUALITY 


wee LITIES 


INSURANCE AT COST E 


LIABILITY 


ADDRESS 


UTILITIES INDEMNITY &FIRE EXCHANGES 


LYNTON T. BLOCK Atty. & Mar. 
RAILWAY EXCHANGE BUILDING 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 











ROEBLING 
TELEPHONE 
WIRE 







JOHN A. ROEBLING’S 
SONS CO. 


TRENTON, N. J. 
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The Sperry Standard 
Telephone Bracket 








It doubles the life of the telephone. 
It cuts maintenance costs in half. 


The strongest and most durable telephone 

bracket on the market—the Standard every- 

where. Retail $3.50 to $5.50. 

Your subscribers will prove ready customers. 
Write for descriptive literature and wholesale prices 


Distributors 


KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD & SUPPLY COMPANY 


1066 West Adams St., Chicago 


San Francisco Columbus 


- Awa - 
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Kansas City 
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Telusihate Systems and Audits 








To Win the War---Business Must Go On! | 











Write for our 
illustrated 
booklet 
“The Trailer and 
Publie Service’’ 


ANN ARBOR 
MICH. 








Homan’s A-B-C 
of the Telephone 


@ The “A-B-C of the Telephone” is a book 
valuable to all persons interested in this 
ever-increasing industry. No expense 
has been spared by the publishers, or 
pains by the author, in making this the 
most comprehensive handbook ever 
brought out relating to the telephone. 








@ The volume contains 375 pages, 268 
illustrations and diagrams; it is hand- 


somely bound in black vellum cloth, and 
is a generously good book without refer- 
ence to cost or price. 


Price, One Dollar Postpaid 








Send all Orders to 


Telephony Publishing Co. 
344-351 Monadnock Bldg., Chicago 
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Stromberg-Carlson Telephones 
Equipped With New Arrester. 


Every telephone man who has “shot” 
trouble on rural lines knows what an- 
noyance to subscribers and expenditure of 
the telephone company’s time and money 
can be caused by “dirty” arrester car- 
bons. In some sections subject to severe 
electrical storms, it is often necessary to 
send a man over all the lines to clear 
out the accumulation of carbon particles 
in the arresters before adequate service 
_ can be restored. 


The Stromberg-Carlson Telephone 
Mfg. Co. is now equipping its rural line 
instruments with a new type of arrester 
which is said to eliminate the objection- 
able features of telephone arresters now 
in use. 

It is a carbon block arrester in which 
the perforated dielectric disk in the air- 
gap is attached to the metal cover, so 
that when the cover is turned the dielec- 
tric disk turns with it and cleans out 
any possible accumulation of dislodged 
carbon particles which might make the 


Incorporations. 


31BLE Grove, Itt.—Articles of incorpo- 
ration have been filed by the Bible Grove 
Mutual Telephone Co. with $5,000 capital 
stock. The incorporators are E. L. Sund- 
erman, Alfred Sprecht and E. J. Hall. 

Cass LAkE, Minn.—The Wolf Lake 
Iarmers Telephone Co. has filed articles 
of incorporation with $1,000 capital stock. 
The officers are: President, E. D. Boyce; 
vice-president, M. Minzghor; secretary, 
Nels Knutson, and treasurer, L. J. Lar- 
son, all of Cass Lake. 

NeweEL., S. D--The Newell & North- 
eastern Telephone Co. has been incorpo- 
rated with $1,250 capital stock by M. E. 
Kiser, W. P. Martin and S. H. Bober, of 
Newell. 

STEWARTSVILLE, VA.—The Stewartsville 
Telephone Co. has been incorporated to 
build telephone lines in Bedford county, 
with a central exchange in Stewartsville. 
R. B. St. Clair was elected president of 
the company and S. W. Huddleston, sec- 
retary. 

WuiracreE, VAa—The Whitacre Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated to oper- 
ate a telephone system in Frederick 
county. . 

Financial. 

FLANIGAN, IttL.—The Northern Lights 
Telephone Co. has increased its capital 
stock from $600 to $1,000. 

ABILENE, KANs.—The United Telephone 
Co. has increased its capital stock from 
$1,500,000 to $2,000,000. 

REDWING, Kans.—The Cheyenne Tele- 
phone Co. has increased its capital stock 
from $15,000 to $30,000. 

Elections. 

Ristnc Sun, Mp.—At the annual meet- 

ing of the Cecil Farmers Telephone Co. 
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line noisy. 
The simple 








operation of 
turning the 
arrester cov- 
er, once or 
twice, re- 
stores the 
service on 
the line to its 
normal 
dition with- 
out the ne- 
cessity of 
taking the 
device apart. 

Subsc r i b- 
ers at sta- 
tions equip- 
ped with 


con- 








tele p hones 
having this 











new feature, New Stromberg 


it is stated, can restore service after thun- 
derstorms without help from the com- 
pany’s inspéctors, thus saving annoyance 
from noisy lines and the time and ex- 


the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: William M. Pogue, presi- 
dent; Evans E. Esing and Elwood Balder- 
son, vice-presidents, and J. T. Hopkins, 
secretary and treasurer. 

New PraGcue, Minn.—The New Prague 
Telephone Co., S. A. Vopatek, president, 
will soon begin the construction of a new 
office and exchange building. Most of 
the company’s lines will be placed under- 
ground. The company will soon be in 
the market for material to carry on this 
work. 

Davin City, Nes.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Ulysses Telephone Co., the 
following officers and directors were 
elected: John W. Burge, president; 
Henry G. Angell, vice-president; E. B. 
Richardson, treasurer; A. B. Andrews, 
secretary; Henry Diers, P. W. Ward, 
Luke Munday, Dave Adams and Henry 
Angell, directors. 

HivpretH, Nes—The Hildreth Tele- 
phone Co. has elected the following offi- 
cers and directors: President, Fred 
Soker; vice-president, W. A. Shadduck; 
directors, Rolf Habben, Henry Habben, 
C. E. Samuelson, O. H. Meyers and J. F. 
Lantz. The reports showed the company 
had reduced its indebtedness during the 
year from $1,000 to $300. 


McLean, Nesp—The Farmers Tele- 
phone Co. has elected E. E. Benson, presi- 
dent; Fred Wupper, secretary-treasurer ; 
Robert Korth. director. 


FLeminctTon, N. J.—The Franklin Tele- 
phone Co. has elected the folowing of- 
ficers: 
secretary, Joseph E. Hampton; treasurer, 
Harmon K. Wright. 

Rocuester, N. Y.—At the annual méet- 
ing of the stockholders of the Rochester 


-Carison Arrester 


President, Thomas C. Roberson; 


Installed on Set. 


pense -caused by extra inspection trips. 
Detailed information regarding this 


new device will be furnished upon re- 
quest to any Stromberg-Carlson office. 


Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 
New Telephone Companies and 


Telephone Co. the following directors 
were chosen: Innis P. Allen, Horace F. 
Atwood, Chas. M. Beattie, Frank M. EIl- 
ery, Gustave Erbe, Geo. R. Fuller, Fred 
C. Goodwin, Morris D. Knapp, Thos. E. 
Lannin, E. H. Littell, Carl F. Lomb, W. 
Roy McCanne, J. W. Miller, Geo. D. 
Morgan, J.’ Craig Powers, Geo.:F. Roth, 
Peter A. Vay, Albrecht Vogt, J. Foster 
Warner and Fred W. Zoller. The direc- 
tors elected the following officers: Presi- 
dent, George R. Fuller; vice-president, 
George F. Roth; secretary, Fred C. Good- 
win; treasurer, Charles M. Beattie; as- 
sistant secretary and assistant treasurer, 
William T. Farrell. 

MonrTpetier, N. D.—The Montpelier 
Telephone Co. has elected the following 
officers and directors: Fred Nichols, 
president; M. H. Johnson, vice-presi- 
dent; F. E. Stott, treasurer, and A. A. 
Dahle, director. 

Capiz, Ounto—The directors of the 
Harrison & Jefferson Telephone Co. held 
a meeting recently and elected the fol- 
lowing officers for the ensuing year: W. 
C. Clifford, president; Samuel Hall, vice- 
president; J. F. Smith, secretary; A. P. 
Sheriff, treasurer. 

Ree Heicuts, S. D.—The Ree Heights 
Telephone Co. has elected officers and 
directors for the ensuing year as follows: 
President, Henry Scott; secretary, John 
Lawler, Jr.; treasurer, W. T. Gardner; 
directors, Obed PBawdon, Henry Vogel- 
gesang, W. A. Connelly, Everett Leyson 
and J. DeSomer. 

Dattas, Wis.—The Dallas Telephone 
Co. has re-elected the following officers: 
President, Louis Holt; secretary, Even 
Amundson; treasurer, Harry Halverson; 
directors, Harry Bunkrud and Julius Hy- 
land. 





